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WHITHER ARCHITECTURE ? 


A WELL-KNOWN architect recently lamented that 
“he was “ only an architect, not a chemist,” and 
that he “sadly felt the need of a chemical training 
in these days.” This cry from the heart is signifi- 
cant of the revolutionary times in .which we live. 
There was a time, and not so very long ago, when 
an architect would have been glad to admit that he 
was not a chemist. In fdct, he would have been 
rather annoyed to be thought one. Most architects 
of the older generation were content to absorb just 
enough chemistry and physics of materials to get them 
through their professional examinations, and then to 
forget about them as quickly as possible. Those 
were the spacious days. Looking back, it is easy to 
see that aesthetics were over-emphasised in architec- 
tural training and professional outlook. 

The talk one heard in architectural office or school 
studio in the old days was chiefly about composition, 
proportion, solid and void, modelling, silhouette, 
shadow projection, colour and texture, and so forth. 
To-day it is likely to be of standardisation and mass 
production, oe components, unit assembly, 
synthetic substitutes, thermal efficiency, and even, in 
extreme cases, of coefficients of effectiveness! The 
pendulum has swung, and architecture, it seems, is 
ndw more a science than an art. 

Never in the whole history of building has there 
been so much scientific research as we have to-day; 
never before such an outpouring of technical litera- 
ture on the subject. We should be the first to admit 
that much of this activity was necessary, and to agree 
that valuable work, theoretical and practical, has been 
done. What is open to question is whether practising 
architects neéd become very deeply involved in it. 

Of course, the architect must have a good. working 
knowledge of building science and technique, but 
ideally his share in research should be to determine 
Shapes and sizes, textures and colours, leaving it to 
the scientist and the manufacturer to see that he gets 
the materials he needs, of the right quality to with- 
stand the exacting tests of wear and weather. 

From,the point of view of the average practising 
architect, there is far too much technical literature. of 
the research kind. He has neither the time to absorb 
it nor the shelf space to store it, and often, for one 


reason or another, much of it is out of date or. 


inapplicable almost as soon as it reaches him. Hence 
it is that he is delighted almost beyond words when 
something of this flood of printed matter crystallises 
into a useful and procurable object—a well-designed 
standard window of wood or steel, a good standard 
flush door, or a “prefabricated plumbing unit.” 
Standardisation, indeed, is the most dominant in- 
fluence on contemporary architecture. 

No one will deny that the time was ripe to reduce 
and standardise the number of types of building com- 
ponent that existed. Moreover, the war made this 
inevitable. But the points of interest’ are: how much 
further is tion to go, and will a larger 
measure of freedom ever be recovered? 
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Already there is an odd sort of similarity about 
many of our new housing schemes and blocks of 
flats, due to the increasing use of standard parts. 
Architecture, so far as it is possible to practise it in 
these desperate times, is becoming more and more 
the art of assembling standard units. There can be 
nothing but praise for the way in which many archi- 
tects contrive to produce _ effect hy the skilful 
handling of good standard doors and windows and 
facing bricks of pleasing texture and colour. 
Austerity, indeed, would seem to be well on the way 
to creating a contemporary architecture as expres- 
sive of our time as Gothic, Renaissance, Georgian or 
Edwardian were of theirs. Our buildings—houses, 
flats, schools, factories—all look as clean-shaven as 
the Victorian, for example, look bewhiskered. 


Skill in producing good work of this austere kind 
may yet become the final test of an architect. Yet 
we hope it may not. Architecture may be an “ art 
in chains,” but its shackle$ should not be too much in 
evidence. Better times may bring a greater variety of 
the essentials, byt until then, is anything to be done 
to relieve contemporary architecture of its prevailing 
austefity? 

The obvious need of most current work is for some 
suitable embellishment, some touch of richness or of 
“ fantasy,” to use the popular cliché. Without this, 
even the best work looks a trifle cold and severe. 
Until such time as contemporary work evolves its 
own characteristic ornament, if ever it does, relief 
could be imparted by, say, a well-placed B xs of 
sculpture or carving, a glazed faience panel of -the 
Della Robbia kind, or-a touch of heraldic colour 
over a principal entrance. What could be more suit- 
able than the arms of the local authority for muni- 
cipal flats? Small concessions of this kind to the 
decorative arts should be possible even in these times. 
At a stroke we should brighten the contemporary 
scene and give employment to the hard-hit artist. 


Science thus leads us back to the arts. It seems 
almost platitudinous to say that an architect’s chief 
job is to design buildings, works of creative imagina- 
tion; yet there is a vai od that the syren of science 
may distract him from his real work. * It is because 
of this possible danger that we are glad to note that 
some architects are identifying themselves almost 
completely with scientific-research. It is far better 
that a small number of architects should specialise in 
this’ and pass on the benefits of their work to their 
professional brethren, than that a large number of 
men should attempt to do the work individually for 
themselves, with inevitable dissipation of energy and 
loss to architecture. 


The presence of architects on.research organisations . 
and manufacturers’ development associations, most of 
them giving full-time service, is one of the best things 
that ae happened ~ architecture and a for 
av ong time. ese men are doing invaluable 
cervice ia cuitintin deb-deute uf the 1 itect to the 
scientist and the manufacturer, and thus freeing the 
practising architect for his real work. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Post-War Private Practice. 


For some time past the R.I.B.A. have 
been examining methods of improving 
facilities for advising young architects 
desiring to set up in practice. On the 
recommendation of the Institute to 
Allied Societies, the Council of the Bir- 

i and Five Counties Architec- 

Association have appointed the 
me hens advisory panel to furnish ad- 
vice to their younger members who desire 
to apply fer confidential guidance on this 


matter : President, the Hon. Secre- 
tary, Mr. H. W. Hobbiss, Major G. B. 
Cox, Mr: 3. B. Surman and Mr. E. 
Watson. 


It is emphasised that the formation of 
this panel is not intended to be regarded 
in amy way as a recommendation to 
younger members to set up in practice at 
the present tinte. If, however, there are 
younger members who are considering 
or who have already taken this step, the 
Services of the iranel are at their disposal. 


‘Building at Oy-ford. 

IN the Spring number of the maga- 
zine of the/ Oxford Society, a number of 
interesting | details are given regarding 
University / buildings. Out of the Uni- 
versity’s to establish satisfactory 
methods @f dealing with its own building 

rogrammhe there has arisen a scheme of 
ocal arfrangements which has already 
done mfuch to ensure the economical dis- 
tributigon of labour to all kinds of build- 
ing pyfojects in the Oxford area generally, 
andf has helped to cement relations of 
ughderstanding and good will between the 

niversity, the local authorities, arid the 
Office of the Ministry of 
Works which have been of the utmost 
value. 

Work on new construction for which 
starting dates were approved during the 
year included the renewal of flooring in 
the Old Bodleian (part of the five-year 
programme, which was undertaken to 
provide a “ wet-time ” job for men work- 
ing on other University buildings, and is 
now completed); a building at the 
Clarendon Laboratory for research in 
nuclear physics at an estimated cost of 
£29,500 (this building is to be erected on 
behalf of the Ministry of Supply, and 
will not encroach upon the labour avail- 
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able for normal University and College 
buildings); and a new animal house for 
the Department of Zoology and Com- 
parative Anatomy at an estimated cost 
of £7,500. Progress was also made dur- 
ing the year with the works already 
under construction, and it is hoped that 
the Forestry building will be completed 
by December, 1948, and the Botany 
building by September, 1949. In the 
Geology building the external walls and 
three-quarters of the roof have been 
completed. Future progress depends, of 
course, on supplies of labour and 
materials, and towards the end of 1947 
— shortage of steel was creating diffi- 
culties. 


The late Sir Charles Reilly. 

None would have been more pleased 
or surprised than Charles Reilly had he 
been there to see the many people from 
so many fields of work who filled the 
nave of St. Martin-in-the-Fields on Wed- 
nesday. Architectural colleagues, past- 
students of the Liverpool School and 
friends from other professions—all had 
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come to pay a tribute of esteem and affec- 
tion to the memory of their old friend 
and professor. It was singularly appro- 
priate that the address should have been 
given by Sir Patrick Abercrombie, for so 
long associated with Sir Charles in the 
conduct of the Liverpool School; elo- 
quent, sincere, brief and moving, this 
tribute to a man who, his many gifts 
apart, was essentially human will not 
soon be forgotten. Those who do not 
already know will be glad to learn that 
the Memorial Scholarship Fund is stili 
open and that donations may be sent to 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler (Hon. Treasu- 
rer), at 66, Portland-place, W.t. 


Bentham and Illinois. 


THE recent second centenary of the 
birth of Jeremy Bentham, the philosopher 
of the Utilitarian School, meant many 
things to many people, for Bentham was 
nothing if not catholic in his activities. 
Systematisation of the Ppor Laws, 
prophet of Free Trade, of Women’s 
Suffrage, the Secret Ballot, Sanitary 
Regulations, National Education, and of 
International Peace through a_ world 
court—these were just a few of his fields 
of action. Yet another, and of real in- 
terest to architects, were his proposals for 
prison reform. This included a treatise 
upon prison planning, and the advocation 
of a circular layout to ensure convenient 
administration. This idea,“ the panop- 
ticon,” has to-day become the “last 
word” in prison design, and perhaps the 
best example of its use is to be seen at 
the Illinois State Penitentiary. Among 
people best qualified to know, “ Illinois ” 
is reputed to be the most escape-proof 
prison in the world. It houses 4,000 
convicts, and every prisoner is within 
sight and gun-range of the guards all the 
time. The dining-room, a tential 
trouble spot in prisons, is circular, with 
a control tower in the centre. Access to 
the tower is obtained by a tunnel over 
a hundred yards long, and running under 
the dining-room. Each cell has two 
separate automatic locks connected to 
the central control board. There are 
two barred doors to each cell house, and 
five more gates between the hopeful 
escapee and the outside world. Even 
the warden is a victim of the ruthless 
system; should he wish to visit the night 
control tower, the night guard must 
lower the keys down to him. 

Truly, the more adventurous-minded 
convicts of Illinois have much reason to 
regret the lively imagination of Jeremy 
Bentham. 


Volunteer Student Labour for Stevenage. 


Stupents will spend their summer 
holidays helping to build the new town 
at Stevenage, if arrangements made by 
the National Union of Students and the 
Stevenage Development Corporation are 
approved by the Ministries concerned. 
The student volunteers will be asked to 
help in a social survey of the existing 
town, a topographical survey, certain de- 
molition and reinstatement work at the 
Aston H.Q. of the Corporation, and the 
improvement of vital roads within the 
designated area. This programme of 
work is expected to extend over three 
months and may involve seventy 
including a proportion oi 
women students. There will be no ob- 
jection by the Corporation to the inclu- 
sion in this party of a percentage of 
foreign students. The students will pro- 
bably work a five-day week at rates of 
pay still to be determined. 


Public Corporations. 


THe Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors will be addressed on Monday. 
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March 8, at 5.30 p.m., by Sir Arthur 
Street, G.C.B., K.B.E., C.M.G., C.LE., 
M.C., deputy chairman of the National 
Coal Board, on the subject of “The 
Public Corporation in British Experi- 
ence.” Admission will be by ticket only. 


Quantity Surveyors’ General Meeting. 

A GENERAL Meeting of members of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors qua as quantity surveyors 
will be held in the Lecture ‘Hall of the 
Institution, 12, Great George-street, 
S.W.1, on Wednesday, March 17, at 
5.30 p.m., when Mr. E. C. rris, 
¥F.R.LC.S., will give an address on “ The 
4th Edition of the Standard Method of 
Measurement.” 


Naseby Hall Damaged by Fire. 

Two main wings of Naseby Hall, near 
Market Harborough, the home of 
‘Colonel and Mrs. R. Findlay, were ex- 
tensively damaged on February 12 by fire. 
Naseby Hall was restored in 1905. 
Relics of the battle of 1645 between the 
Royalists and the Parliamentarians are 
still found on the estate. 


Planning in Fife. 

WE have received a copy of the second 
Annual Report of the Fife County Coun- 
cil Planning Committee for the year 
ending May 15 last, a year which is 
described as “a most progressive one in 
the planning of the county.” 


T.P.1. Annual Country Meeting. 

THE 22nd annual country meeting of 
the Town Planning Institute will be held 
in Edinburgh from June 4-6 next, in- 
clusive, under the chairmanship of the 
President, Mr. J. R. Howard Roberts, 
C.B.E. Papers of town and country 
planning interest will be read and dis- 
cussed in the morning and afternoon 
sessions; the Rt. Hon. the Lord Provost 
of Edinburgh will hold a reception at 
the City Chambers; and visits will be 
made to places of planning interest in 
Edinburgh on Saturday morning. The 
Institute dinner will be held on the 
Saturday evening, and on Sunday the 
meeting will conclude with a whole day 
tour by motor coach to Pitlochry. De- 
tails and necessary forms are obtainable 
from Mr. Alfred R. Potter, Secretary, 18, 
Ashley-place, London, §.W.1. 


A Concrete Tower in Sweden. 


_A DETACHED tower, 72 metres (236 ft.) 
high, intended for radio-technical re- 
search, has recently been completed at 
the factories of the Ericsson Telephone 
Co., Stockholm, in connection with the 
erection of a new laboratory building. 
This structure, which has been built in 
three weeks, is claimed to be the highest 
tower in Europe, and nage Bed in the 
world, to be built entirely of reinforced 
concrete. ; 

The tower, the dimensions of which 
are 4.93 by 5.85 metres (approximately 
16 ft. by 19 ft.), has only one room on 
each floor. A lift and a spiral staircase 
lead to the top and the two uppermost 
storeys are provided with balconies all 
round the tower. This building has been 
erected with the aid of “ glide moulds,” 
a new Swedish system which makes it 
Possible to erect structures of this type 
considerably faster than by normal 
methods. 

The radio tower is to be used for re- 
search work in the short-wave field from 
approximately 10 metres down to a 
wavelength of 1 centimetre, a field in 
which considerable progress was made 
during the war. The tower is also well 
Suited for television transmission. 
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A CONCRETE TOWER, for radio- 
technical research. note on this 
page. 


Commons Preservation Society Secretary. 


Mr. HUMPHREY BAKER has _ been 
appointed secretary of the Commons, 
Open Spaces and Footpaths Preservation 
Society in place of Sir Lawrence Chubb, 
who retired at the end of January. 


Director of Works, Northern Ireland. 
Mk. E. A. F. Jonnston, B.Sc., M.LC.E., 

has been appointed Director of Works 

to the Government of Northern Ireland. 


Furnishing the Home. 

To-pay the problem of furnishing a 
home, starting from scratch, is not a 
simple one. Utility furniture to the value 
of 30 units does not provide enough for 
a flat, let alone the average small house, 
so that it is necessary to buy a few extra 
chairs from the second-hand shop, an 
expensive item or two from outside the 
Utility range; some ability with a saw 
and hammer may result in a neatly 
painted bedside table made from an old 
wooden box. The finished result will 
largely depend on how much time and 
trouble are taken and on personal taste. 

However, a recent publication of the 
Council of Industrial Design, “ How to 
Buy Furniture,” by Gordon Russell, pro- 
vides a valuable guide for the prospective 
buyer of furniture for the home. It 
describes the woods and materials used 
and the main principles of construction, 
and discusses the distinction between 

and shoddy furniture. Numerous 
illustrations suggest attractive and suc- 
cessful combinations of new, second- 
hand, antique and Utility designs. 

Copies of the booklet, a new one in the 
series published by the Council, are 
obtainable from H.M.S.O., price 1s. - 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. T. T. Scutty, M.Inst.R.A., has re- 
moved his office to Cherry House, 
Datchet, Bucks (Tel.: Datchet 204). 
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BrmMINGHAM ARCHITEC- 
AL ASSOCIATION.—Mr. Y.W. Raydenon 
” ics in ing.” 95, New-street, 


a Staff Branch).— Mr. Thomas 
, M.P., F.R.LB.A., on “* Capital 
Investment in 1948 and Trade. 
County Hall, London. 5.45 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF a 
Pisa by OR Rin M.Sc. a? R. 
Jenki t "seme St. James’s 
Park, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 24. : 
ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING .—Dis- 
cussion: “ Artificial Light is an Ade- 


Research 
Design and Methods of Buildings,” by Mr. 
Hartland Thomas, M.A., rRIOA At 


66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 25. 
. ROYAL tena OF ng i H my . 

symposium of papers by engineers. A, 
John A Adelphi, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

tee ae f ee agg 
ture—The Art o Ly age 
Mr. Erno Gol , D.P.L.G. 4 Bedford. 
square, W.C.1. 7.45 p.m. 

SouTH WESTERN FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
Trapes EmpLovers.—Annual general meeting. 
Grand Hotel, Bristol. 2.30 p.m. 

LONDON MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION 
(Central No. 4 Area).—Meeting. Chiesman’s 
Restaurant, i . 1 p.m, 

THe INSTITUTE OF WeLpINnG.—Luncheon. 
Connaught Rooms, Great Queen-street, W.C.2. 


1 p.m. A 
Thursday, February 26. 

THE INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERS.—* Factors Infivencing the 
of Thin Walled Columns,” by Dr. C. 
Moir, Ph.D., B.Sc., and Mr. R. M. K 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, 
5.55 p.m. 


Friday, February 27. 
INSTITUTION, OF SANITARY ENGINEERS. 
“The Inspection and Control of Trade 
Waste Effluent Discharges,” by Mr. M. A. 
Kershaw, F.C.S., Caxton Hall, Westminster, 

S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.— 
Discussion on “ The Future of Fuel and 
Power.” Storey’s Gate, St. James’s Park, 
$.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 





FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, February 19, 1848. 


On Monday last, after much previous 
threatening, Mr. Osborne brought under 
the notice of the House the ex i 
of money at the new Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and the unnecessary length of time 
which has been occupied in their progress. 
“Since the days of the celebrated archi- 
tect Amphion,” he said, “ who is reported 
to have moved the stones and raised the 
walls of Thebes at the sound of his lyre, 
there had not been a name more bruited 
about by the voice of Fame than that of 
Mr. Barry. But there was this remark- 
able difference between the heathen archi- 
tect and the Christian, that whereas the 
works of the former were finished in an 
inconceivably short space of time, the 
works of the latter had been spread over 
a period which was not yet brought to a 
close, and he ventured to predict, unless 
the House took them into their own 
hands, never would be brought to a close 
in the lifetime of the present generation.” 

This “unnecessary delay” i 
monstrous absurdity; it has been demon- 
strated to be such again and again, and 
would scarcely be listened to anywhere 
out of the House of Commons, where art 
is little thought of and less understood. 

































































































; ‘LIVING WITH 
TRANSPORT 
A SURVEY OF AMENITY 
REQUIREMENTS 


F.R.LB.A., F.S.LA., M.Inst.T., and 

M.’ G. Bennett, M.Sc., F-inst.P., 
were the joint authors of a paper on 
“Living With Tra : A Survey of 

lity Requirements in a Public Pas- 
senger Tra Service,” read before a 
meeting of the Institute of Transport. 


The paper discussed the various aspecis 
of the subject in some detail, and we 
‘take the following extracts :— 

A railway journey starts at the inoment 
when a passenger steps from the street 
pavement across the threshold of the 
station. The first and last laps of that 
samy are made on foot. Since both 

ps take place under the auspices of a 
transport undertaking, and since a trans- 
port undertaking is assumed to under- 
stand the science of movement, the 
passenger will expect his journeys on foot 
to be as smooth and easy as his journey 
by rail. , 

Circulation is good when it is free, 
continuous, without hindrance or stop- 
pages. Two things may stop a moving 
passenger: not knowing where to go; and 
bumping into. other people. 

A passenger will know where to go if 
his path is easy and natural, and if he can 
see clearly it leads. The first is 
a matter of planning; the second is a 


od of guidance. 

highest form of signposting should 
be able to do its work without depending 
on the use of words. There has been 
one approach to such signposting in the 
United States, where coloured lines run 
along on the ceiling, and on the London 
Underground, where coloured lights are 
used. Colour is helpful even as a mere 
reinforcement of a word-using sign. 

The second great obstacle to good cir- 
culation is interruption by other traffic. 
Two kinds of interruption may be dis- 
tinguished. The first is the slowing down 
of movement that is caused by conges- 
tion. The second is the crossing of one 
flow of traffic by another. - The first 
poses a quantitative problem in planning, 
whose solution depends on accurate 
measurements of space’and time. The 
second poses a problem of arrangement 
and layout which is solved by an objec- 
tive analysis of the whale relevant 
system of movements. One is the result 
of errors in size, the other of errors in 
design. Both kinds of error are equally 
to be avoided if a good standard of 
amenity in pedestrian movement is to be 
attained. 

The passenger’s first contact with 
transport is with the station entrance. 
Station entrances to-day. are apt to be 
distressingly evasive. Often they are so 
artfully concealed that passengers have 
great difficulty in finding them. A strong, 
simple label for station entrances is badly 
needed. It may be possible to design a 
better label than the circle and bar device 
of the London Transport Executive, but 
no one has succeeded in doing so as yet. 
The same label would, as a matter of 
course, be used on station platforms. The 
railways now agree that many more 
Station nameplates are needed on plat- 
forms—one plate to a coach length is 

accepted standard—and that they 
should be combined with lighting fittings 
so that they can be clearly seen at night. 
Im. the present paper word 
“ design” is used with the special mean- 
ing now attached to it by people inter- 
ested in visual appearance. 


ME. CHRISTIAN BARMAN, 
Mr. 
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So great is the value of a general 
atmosphere of good design that the rail- 
ways have begun to take an active inter- 
est not only in the appearance of their 
own buildings but in that of their neigh- 
bours. They are aware that in many 
big towns the station neighbourhood is 
hopelessly out of keeping with the best 
conception of what a railway station 
should be. And so the modern rebuild- 
ing plan as a rule provides for the rail- 
way to build its own shopping arcades, 
or to lease surplus lands to .neighbours 
whose architectural manners it can effec- 
tively control. P 

Once order has been established 
through good design, the next thing is 
to maintain it through good housekeep- 
ing. This need is just as important 
with old buildings as it is with new. 
The railways have inherited from the last 
century a large assortment of well- 
designed structures, some of which de- 
serve to be better appreciated than they 
are. Many of the smaller stations, especi- 
ally those in the West Country and -in the 
area served by the old North Eastern and 
Highland Railways, are fine examples of 
regional architecture of which their 
owners have reason to be proud. Future 
improvement schemes should treat these 
stations with great respect. The same is 
true of many engineering structures. The 
educated public has always responded 
to a well-designed engineering structure 
just as readily as it has to a palace or 
a cathedral. This response to-day is 
greater than ever. 


The Value of Cleanliness. 

Order deals with relevant matter and 
prevents one thing interfering with 
another; cleanliness keeps out irrelevant 
matter that interferes with people. 

Of all. the essential conditions for 
efficient cleaning, the first and greatest 
is 4 good surface. A good surface is one 
that does not soil too easily; that does 
not show conspicuously such soiling as 
comes its way; that is capable of being 
cleaned with a minimum of effort. Above 
all, after each cleaning it should look 
conspicuously clean, and it should go on 
doing this for many years without 
renewal. 

In his planning, in the design. of his 
equipment, the designer can make the 
cleaner’s job either possible or impossible. 
Any space that is used for dirty traffic 
will soon make itself unfit for passengers. 
The railways have elaborate plans for 
Segregating parcels traffic so that passen- 
ger spaces may be kept not only clear of 
obstructing traffic but free from dirt and 
pollution too. Any piece of waste space 
is a potential rubbish tip. Any con- 
gested area will gather dirt from the con- 
centrated human traffic. Any piece of 
space that is not clearly visible or readily 
accessible attracts rubbish as a magnet 
attracts iron filings. Any sharp internal 
corner will fill itself quickly with dirt. 
If a counter "front comes down to the 
floor the corner should be well rounded: 
but need it come down to the floor at 
all? Walls, cills and copings need proper 
weathering everywhere to prevent 
unsightly weather stains. 

Railways. since their stations were first 
built, have had many demands made upon 
them for the better reception of pas- 
sengers. 

In smaller main line stations it is pos- 
sible to let the passenger move towards 
his platform by wav of a comfortable 
well-heated. room ‘with self-closing doors. 
The most successful small” ticket halls 
to-day are those which combine the func- 
tions of ticket hall. waiting-room and 
inquiry office in a single room of good 








.a “patch coat.” 
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proportions. As this room can be pro- 
perly heated there is no more reason why 
the counter serving space should be fully 
enclosed than there is for enclosing the 
serving space in a post o or a bank, 
except the types of ticket racks at present 
in use. Many small stations have three 
separate rooms arranged in a row= a cen- 
tral ticket hall with a ticket office on one 
side and a waiting-room on the other. It 
would cost very little to throw the three 
into one and to provide draught-proof 
doors and adequate heating. 

In large stations, ticket offices, waiting- 
rooms and inquiry offices are grouped 
together either in the middle of the con- 
course or around its periphery. Here the 
waiting-room plays a more important 
part. There are three alternatives: to 
combine it with the ticket office, as in 
the smaller stations; to combine it with 
a buffet; or to make it a separate room. 
The first method involves withdrawing 
the ticket office from the concourse, 
though there need not, of course, be any 

hysical separation between the two. 

e second has many interesting possi- 
bilities and is now favoured by most ex- 

rts. The third is generally regarded 
as thoroughly unsatisfactory. 


Conclusions. 

in trying to formulate some concrete 
suggestions for purposes of discussion, 
the authors propose to concentrate on 
the problem of making an effective be- 
ginning. 5 

At this present moment, public criti- 
cism of the railways is mainly concerned 
with two things, punctuality and cleanli- 
ness. 

But cleanliness where and when? Some 
engineers use their paint ration to give 
the highest aggregate of protective efiect- 
They spread their paint thinly over the 
most vulnerable area, in what they call 
In this way much pro- 
perty is safeguarded; human satisfaction 
1s not measurably .increased. Other 
engineers select important stations, and 
give the whole of these stations two or 
three good coats on a ‘surface thoroughly 
cleaned and prepared. This policy during 
the last two years has been followed with 
well-deserved success in the Southern 
Region. The authors would plead for 
the boldest application of this second 
policy in dealing with the restoration of 
cleanliness. 

Side by side with such a positive pro- 
gramme, this first stage might with ad- 
vantage include the review of redundant 
properties. The railways have in their 
pigeon holes many reports on under- 
employed branch lines and stations. No 
doubt these panes will be looked at 
again in the harsh light of present-day 
facts. At this moment, goods stations 
handling full wagon loads are being re- 
viewed and by 1950 it is likely that many 
will be closed altogether. The re- 
dundancy may not be. as great on the 
passenger side, but it is surely consider- 
able. Other things besides entire stations 
might be examined. There are many 
waiting-rooms and toilets that would not 
be. seriously missed. In those waiting- 
rooms that cannot be done away with 
are many cast-iron stoves that will never 
be used again, many large tables that 


.do not appear to be serving any particu- 


lar purpose, many photographs that have 
long ceased to interest or amuse. It may 
appear that these things are costing the 
railways nothing. They are, in fact, cost- 
ing them a great deal. They are sapping 
their energies, are ing down 
their standards of housekeeping. " 
wearing down their greatest asset, their 
dignity and self-respect. 
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PLANNING 
DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THE COLONIES 


RRECENT planning developments in the 

colonies, particularly in the West 
Indies, were ibed at a meeting of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
on January 27. Sir. Frank Stockdale, 
G.C.M.G., C.B.E., gave an overall pic- 
ture of planning work in the colonies, 
Mr. R. J. Gardner-Medwin, A.R.I.B.A., 
gave a detailed description of the West 
Indian schemes, and Mr. Leo-de Syllas 
dealt with the Barbados scheme in par- 
ticular. The President, Sir Lancelot 
Keay, K.B.E., was in the chair. 

Sm FRANK STOCKDALE, after dealing 
with recent changes in colonial legisla- 
tion, went on to describe planning de- 
velopments in the following manner: 
East Arrica—One of the Nairobi 
housing schemes will cost up to £250,000, 
but the others are more modest in 
character. Experiments with various types 
of house are being made, as well as ex- 
periments with varying types of construc- 
tion. Building costs in Kenya to-day are, 
as elsewhere, high, and every endeavour 
is being made to find a way to reduce 
these costs. 

In Uganda, a sum of £1,500,000 has 
been set aside for African housing during 
the next ten years, but no schemes have 
yet been settled. Building costs at the 
present time are high, and new types of 
construction are being considered. In 
Tanganyika experimental work is already 
in hand. Some economical housing has 
been carried out in Dar-es-Salam and 
in certain country districts. Slum clear- 
ance and rehousing are taking place in 
Zanzibar, and up to 150 reception houses 
have been completed and 50 sites for 
private building, in accordance with 
approved designs, have been surveyed. 

CENTRAL AFRICA.—£1,000,000 has been 
included in the development plan of 
Northern Rhodesia for African housing. 
Two hundred houses of an experimental 
character will be completed in 1947, and 
tenders have been called for the construc- 
tion of a further 6,500, of which 4,000 
will be temporary. : 

West AFrica.—in Nigeria a scheme 


Photo by J, A. V. Bourne. 
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Bishop’s High School, Georgetown, Barbados. Leo de Syllas, A.R.I.B.A., Architect. 


being carried out in Lagos may cost u 
to £5,000,000. In the Gold Coast, Sock 
on several housing estates at Cape Coast, 
Takoradi, Accra and Kumasi has already 
begun. ’ 

Far East.—In Malaya, British North 
Borneo, Sarawak and Brunei reconstruc- 
tion upon war damage is being under- 
taken, and further town planning and 
housing are under corsideration. 

Fu AND WEST PaciFic.—The capital of 
the Solomons is to be built on a new 
site at Honiara. In Fiji the colony’s de- 
velopment plan contains a considerable 
number of works projects. 


Mauritius, SEYCHELLES AND __ ST. 
HeLenNA.—A planning scheme for the 
Port Louis division is now in hand, and 
another for the Plaines Whilems division 
will shortly be started. Tht whole scheme 
will cost over £1,000,000. In the Sey- 
chelles smal! improvement schemes are 
being undertaken in Victoria, the capital. 
A small housing scheme has also been 
started in St. Helena. 

MEDITERRANEAN.—For Gibraltar a plan 
has been produced by Mr. Holliday in 
collaboration with the military authorities, 
and a considerable housing programme 
has started. It is estimated that the full 





Central Law Courts and City Hall, British Guiana. 








scheme wili cost a total of £2,000,000. 

In Maita several blocks of ‘flats have 

been erected by the Government, and in 
Cyprus financial assistance has been given 
to municipalities to promote housing 
schemes in the towns for various classes 
of employees; Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
has visited Cyprus to report on the overall 
planning requirements. 
__ Mr. R. J. Garpner-Mepwin, describ- 
ing the work in the West Indies of 
Development and Welfare’s architectural 
and advisory staff, said: Most of the 
population is rural, living in fishing vil- 
lages or in settlements on sugar, banana 
and coconut plantations, or on isolated 
holdings. : he ordinary peasant’s 
house” is usually no more than a flim- 
sily constructed single compartment, 
sometimes partitioned by rough screens 
lined with newspapers, and perhaps with 
a lean-to addition for cooking in the 
traditional charcoal pot. Our building 
research officer, Joan Burnett, made a 
special study. of West Indian craft build- 
ing, and started a number of building 
experiments and tests of local materials. 
In Jamaica collaboration between the 
colony’s welfare organisation and hous- 
ing department resulted in a most success- 
ful co-operative Housing venture, in 
which Government supplied the materials 
and “Pioneer Clu8s” built houses for 
themselves. 

Leslie Creed, my Deputy Architect and 
Planning Officer, worked with me on sur- 
veys and development plans for all the 
main seaport towns. They included 
Georgetown, Bridgetown, Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad, and Kingston, Jamaica. The 
last-named was so big (population 
202,000) that all we could do was help 
with legislation, encourage the Housing 

rtment, which was doing some ex- 
cellent work with a quite inadequate 
staff, and press for the appointment of a 
well-qualified planning officer and an 
architect for housing. work. Housing 
surveys were analysed on four counts: 
density, overcrowding, structural condi- 
tion, and sanitation. As a rule, areas with 
more than 32 single-family houses to the 
acre (net) were condemned on density, 
and on this count alone every town we 
examined had to have considerable expan- 
sion areas planned for it. Densities of 
50 to 60 houses to the acre were not 
uncommon. The overcrowding border- 
line was 40 sq. ft. per person (excluding 
infants). On this meagre reckoning the 
percentage of overcrowded 


anit themn 20 per cout in, Bysaguiows 
ran rom per cent. in Bri 

to 35 per cent. in St. John, Antigua, and 
20 sq. ft. per person was not uncommon. 
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Structural decay is largely caused by 
termite infestation. Most of the timber 
used for housing, unfortunately, is 
im pine. It usually costs about 
10d. 2 board foot. Treatment with anti- 
termite fluid costs barely an extra half- 
penny, but hardly anyone bothers to 
treat it, except for a small proportion of 
public works departments, so decay is 
rapid and maintenance high. 

As for sanitation, the normal water 


supply in the island colonies is a stand-. 


pipe in the street, shared by a dozen or 
more families. 

Building costs, as usual, are another 
difficulty. Surprisingly, they are no lower 
than in England, in spite of much lower 
labour rates. It was therefore our duty 
to study ways of reducing building zosts. 
High costs, we found, were due mainly 
to lack of good organisation and super- 
vision; low labour. output (partly due to 
lack of training and a of elemen- 
tary machine tools): and uneconomic use 
of building meterials. Our building re- 
search programme set out to counteract 
these deficiencies, and it is now being ‘de- 
veloped by Wilfred Woodhouse, the new 
building research officer at the Barbados 
headquarters. 

We soon found that, as architects of a 
central advisory body, we could not keep 
any adequate control of our experimental 
buildings. Consequently, for the second 
stage of development, which is now be- 
ing opened up, arrangements were made 
for architects to be appointed to the 
separate Governments. Most of them are 
= at work, carrying on where we left 
off. 

Mr. Leo pe SyLias said: I was for- 
tunate in being appointed Architect and 
Planning Officer to the Government of 
Barbados, and the first duty was to ad- 
vise on the model legislation which was 
already prepared in draft form by Mr. 
Gardner-Medwin, in collaboration with 
the Government, for the creation of a 
planning and housing authority, whose 
main task would be to carry out long- 
term development plans based on a 
master plan, in the first case in the city 
of Bridgetown, later to be extended to 
the second town in the island, and 
further on to a general regional con- 
sideration of the island’s planning 


problems. The preparation of the Bridge- 
town master plan, therefore, constituted, 
a continuous backgfound to the general 
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Warren’s Plantation House, Barbados. 


Photo by Leo de Syllas. 


work of the office for the first two years 
of the department’s life. 

The master plan also made it possible 
to establish a general system of priorities 
of projects which the office was to under- 
take in this initial period. It aimed at 
giving a general answer to all questions 
concerned with new housing development 
and slum clearance, so that pilot schemes 
in this field could be undertaken against 
the long-term background of housing de- 
velopment fot the following ten-year 
period. It also indicated a road develop- 
ment system from which it was possible 
to arrive at proposals for new building 
lines which might affect any of the 
immediate priority schemes on which it 
was required to start construction in this 
initial period, as well as indicating, by 
means of its zoning recommendations, 
the areas where sites for such projects 
should be located. The preparation of 
the plan followed the system developed 
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in the Development and Welfare office, 
starting with the preparation of a hous- 
ing survey of all the slum areas of the 
city from which a zoning policy could 
‘be evolved for new housing, commercial 
areas, industrial areas, existing and pro- 
posed new public open spaces, and ‘so on; 
the siting of schools (both enlargements 
of existing schools and proposals for new 
ones) naturally evolved from this work 
and was guided by detailed proposals 
prepared by the Department of Educa- 
tion. 

The other aspects requiring immediate 
study were directly concerned with build- 
ing problems, and the first projects which 
the department undertook were carried 
out with a view to studying certain par- 
ticular aspects of design and construction. 
It was necessary to study existing building 
methods in order to arrive at 4 reason- 
able balance between the somewhat costly 
traditional system in general practice and 
the design of new methods and tech- 
niques, with a view to developing more 
economic methods; such methods 
naturally involved the consideration of 
existing systems of building organisation 
and brought us into sharp opposition 
with the existing extremely loosely 
organised system of contracting which 
existed in the island. On the other hand. 
building by direct labour—the solution 
which we had to adopt in most cases 
created problems of supervision, one o/ 
the most serious difficulties the architect 
faces in the West Indies. Finally, we 
wished to try out as many of the types 
of plan for schools and housing which 
had been evolved in the Development 
and Welfare Office during the initial re 
search period of 1944-45 as we could. 

It would be claiming too much for two 
years’ work to say that all these problems 
were fully dealt with, but I believe we 
managed to create an organisation which 
will adapt and improve existing systems 
of design, construction and building 
organisation, and which, while fully 
utilising the considerable craft skills 0! 
the building industry as it exists, wil! 
enormously improve on these systems in 
the projects it will carry out over the next 
ten years. 
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STANDARD AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS 


USE OF THE M.A.F. DUAL PURPOSE TRUSS 


& SCHEME for the mass production 
+% and supply to farmers of standard 
components for farm buildings was an- 


nounced by Mr. Tom Williams, M.P., 


Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, on 
Monday last. j 

The scheme results from the setting up 
by the Minister in October, 1947, of a 
Working Party charged with the follow- 
ing tasks:— 

(a) To design two standard buildings; 

(b) To investigate and arrange for 

supplies of materials; 

(c) To propose arrangements for the 

manufacture of components; 

(d) To propose arrangements for dis- 

tribution. 

A full consideration of the Report of 
the Farm Buildings Committee,* which 
recommended three or four standard 
spans for farm buildings, has led to the 
selection of two spans, giving 17 ft. 6 in. 
and 32 ft. 3 in. clear within walls respec- 
tively. The length of bay is 15 ft. in both 
cases. In the larger building one bay will 
provide 483} sq. ft., and in the smaller 
2624 sq. ft. of uninterrupted floor space. 

The buildings may have framed or 
weight-bearing walls. For the former, 
standard reinforced concrete have 
been designed, 8 ft., 12 ft. and 16 ft. high. 
Infilling may be solid of brick, concrete 
or other blocks; or the sides may be 
sheeted; or a combination of solid infill- 





* Post-War Building Studies, No, 17. H.M.8.v., 
price 3s. 
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ing and sheeting may be used. Weight- 
bearing walls may be of any height. 

It is estimated that a single long line 
of buildings: 8 ft. high at the eaves and 
18 ft. wide may meet the 
one farm; on another the desire may be 
simply to have a roofed-in space about 

*100 ft. wide and 100ft. long; elsewhere 
an L-shaped or a U-shaped (quadrangle 
open to the south) building with covered 
yard in the centre may be preferred, and 
all these, with many -minor variations in 
shape, are easily practicable by the use 
of standard components. Another advan- 
tage is the readiness with which exten- 
sions can be made to a set of buildings. 


Appearance. 

The appearance of buildings erected 
with M.A.F. standard components will 
vary according to the type of walling that 
is selected, and with the size and placing 
of windows and doors; in addition the 
roof and walls can be coloured. It has 
been said that M.A.F. buildings may have 
solid walls of brick or stone or concrete, 
or they may be wholly or partly sheeted. 
This allows a wide choice in colour and 
texture; and in addition door and window 
openings can be placed anywhere within 
bays. The buildings will therefore present 
a wide variety of appearance, which can 
be made to suit the site and existin 
buildings —— which they are sited. 

For the 33-ft: building a combination 
of roof and wall lighting is recommended. 
This can be provi by the use of patent 
glazing or corrugated Perspex sheets (both 
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of which are made to standard sheet sizes) 
in the roof and standard 

windows in the walls. Roof 

should always be as near 


of corrugated P. replacing 
a 5-ft. roof sheet in each = on alter- 
nate sides; in the wall, a standard 4 ft. 
14 in. by 3 ft. metal window in each bay, 
on each side. 


Maintenance. 

The steel components will leave, the 
factory with two coats of bitumastic 
paint, and will therefore not require 
mae after assembly and erection. 

re is, however, always the possibility 
of damage to the paintwork in transit 
and handling, and moreover the paint 
round bolt holes is liable to be damaged. 
It is therefore strongly recommended that 
during or immediately after erection a 
man should go over the whole frame- 
work, eee SP where necessary, and 
covering bolts nuts. It is even better 
if all contact surfaces are painted and 
fastened together whilst wet. In addition, 
the provision of efficient rainwater gutter- 
ing and downpipes will help to maintain 
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Typical Buildings: Cowhouses and implement Sheds. 
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the building in good order. It is antici- 
pated that rainwater goods, in cast iron, 
asbestos or pressed steel, should be 
readily available for these buildings. 
Arrangements for distribution include 
the appointment of fifteen builders’ mer- 
chants as area stockists strategically 


situated in England and Wales. These 
stockholders have undertaken to hold 
substantial stocks of trusses, purlins and 
other steel parts, together with asbestos 
sheeting for roofs and walls, bolts for 
fixing, and all the other requirements for 
an ordinary building. Bui ding Industry 








Diagrams showing adaptability of 18-ft. and 33-ft. roof spans. 


Distributors have undertaken to help in 
every way possible to ensure that supplies 
of all necessary components and materials 
are readily available. 

Concrete components cannot be dealt 
with in the same way because their 
weight makes the creation of stock piles 
undesirable. The British Cast Concrete 
Federation has undertaken to collaborate 
with the Ministry in suggesting the 
appointment of a sufficient number of 
manufacturers of standard concrete com- 
ponents suitably distributed over the 
country. Subject to the maintenance of 








adequate deliveries from manufacturers, 
orders will be delivered within seven days. 

"A landowner or farmer requiring a 
standard building will still have his 
present choice between going to a special- 
ist firm and employing a builder. The 
latter will be able to obtain the com- 
ponents at short notice from his area 
stockist once he has obtdined a building 
licence. ~ 

Components will be ready in May. 
Initial arrangements are being made for 
the manufacture in 1948 .and 1949 of 
70,000 small trusses and 320,000 purlins. 
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MEMORIAL HALL, 
ALEXANDRA COLLEGE, DUBLIN 


McDONNELL AND DIXON, ARCHITECTS 


PROBLEM : THIS WAS TO PROVIDE A NEW HALL 
for lectures and social gatherings, accessible from 
College buildings and overlooking the gardens. 
The space available was confined, with irregular 
levels and adjoining buildings. 

APPROACH : The governing factor was con- 
sidered to be the outlook on to the gardens. An 
intimate rather than imposing character was sought. 


SOLUTION : To bring the new Hall into the , 


closest contact with the garden, it was planned 
at garden level with steps down in the approach 
passage from the College. buildings and set back 
as far as possible to increase the perspective view. 
To secure an intimate character the heights were 
kept to a minimum consistent with the horizontal 
proportions, contrast being achieved by ‘the low 
approach passage giving access to the Hall. 

CONSTRUCTION : Concrete’ strip foundations 
were ‘used, with brick walls in gauged mortar, 
faced with Athy multi-coloured stocks. The 
timber-joisted roof is covered with asphalt. 
Artificial stone has been used for the dressings. 
Steel windows have been employed, and other 
details are sliding folding doors, oak panelling 
and doors, and oak block floor finish. Bronze 
has been used for the door and other furniture, 
grilles, lettering and memorial plaque. 

The building is a memorial to the late Henrietta 
Margaret White, former Principal of the College, 
and the architects are Messrs. McDonnell and 
Dixon (William A. Dixon, F.R.I.A.L., Ian Roberts, 
M.A., F.S.1., and Norman E. Jones, B.A., 
A.M.T.P.1.), of Dublin. 
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**EMERSON COURT,” S.W.19 


OuR ILLUSTRATION SHOWS THE RECONSTRUCTION OF 
this block of flats on Wimbledon-hill, the plans being 
of those parts of the building which were found to be 
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fit for re-use, following damage by a V-1 bomb. 





Messrs. R. Costain, Ltd., were the general contractors, 
Mr. J. Gibson being the general foreman. Heating 
was by John Evans, Ltd.; ironmongery by Comyn 
—_ and Co.; lifts by J. and E. Hall, Ltd.; and fire- 
proof floors by Diespeker’s. 


J. B. F. COWPER, FRLB.A., ARCHITECT 








TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN. 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN. 
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The shop front. 








Below: Interior of Salon. 


A SALON OF BEAUTY CULTURE, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON 


DeMETZ and BIRKS, FF.R.LB.A., 
ARCHITECTS 


()PENED ON JANUARY 8 AS A SALON OF BEAUTY 

Culture for Innoxa, these premises at 170, New 
Bond-street, W.1, have been designed to provide 
facilities for beauty treatment and accommodation 
for a school of beauty culture at which selected candi- 
dates may be trained. 

The shop-front is in travertine marble, with incised 
lettering finished in gold leaf and bronze members 
for the surrounds. A portcullis grille, finished in gold 
metallic paint, separates the reception salon entrance, 
which is set back, from the street. A second 
entrance on the left leads direct to the first floor. 
Existing oak panelling in the reception salon was 
adapted, bleached and finished with wax polish, the 
receptionist’s desk being made to match in style and 
texture. 

Mirrors are pink-tinted with brilliant-cut lines, and 
the ceiling also has a pink tint. Cubicles on the 
ground floor are constructed of plastic sheets, sand- 
blasted and painted peach, while those on the first 
floor are modelled from existing partitioning and 
arranged round a central circular space. The 
chandeliers and crystal fittings were specially made. 

Central heating is provided by a gas-fired boiler in 
the basement. 

The licence for the work was granted on the 
grounds that the firm are exporters of cosmetics and 
that the new salon would serve as a suitable recep- 
tion headquarters for foreign buyers. In addition, 
the school of beauty culture provided training for 
personnel who would eventually qualify to demon- 
strate the products in overseas markets. 

The architects were Messrs. de Metz and Birks, 
FF.R.I.B.A., and the contractors were Messrs. E. 
Pollard and Co., Ltd. 


February 20 1948 
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THE LIGHTING OF ARCHITECTURE 


LECTURE AT JOINT MEETING OF R.1LB.A. AND ILLUMINATING 
ENGINEERS 


A PAPER entitled “The Lighting of 
Architecture” was read by Mr. G. 
GRENFELL BalINES at a joint meeting of 
the R.I.B.A. and, the Illuminating Engi- 
neering Society at the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel- 
street, W.C.1, on February 10. 

A summary of the paper follows :— 

Architecture may be defined as the 
confining of space in certain forms, by 
certain surfaces to afford graceful shel- 
ter. In the past building materials and 
techniques, together with social condi- 
tions, made monumental effects with 
enriched wall and ceiling surfaces the 
accepted rule. To-day, again influenced 
by outlook and technique, expression 
has changed. Instead of monumental 
interiors where people are but foils to 
their own achjevements, buildings are 
deliberately designed to serve as back- 
grounds to their users, 

Engineers to-day have to light both 
old and new architecture; the former 
designed to be seen in daylight only, 
the latter quite probably designed de- 
liberately with artificial lighting and 
night-time use in view. Designers of 
past architectural forms were very 
conscious of the effects of sunlight; they 
knew that the successful exposition of 
\heir buildings depended as much on 
shade as light, and entirely on the quali- 
ties of natural light as produced by the 
sun. Four characteristics of sunlight 
which appeal to the architect are diffused 
lighting, direct unidirectional lighting, 
variety and non-interference in spatial 
gualities. Lighting engineers would be 
well advised to concentrate on the 
nature and effects of sunlight without, 
however, being tempted to imitate it. 

While indirect lighting occurs where 
whole walls and ceilings act as diffusers 
of light projected from totally concealed 
sources, direct lighting is the reverse, 
the source being visible and walls and 
ceilings wholly or partly illuminated 
according to the design of the fitting. 
Between these extremes are semi-direct 
distributions in which the architecture 
or the fitting may wholly or partly con- 
ceal the light source. The unobtrusive- 
ness of indirect lighting appeals to 
architects particularly in these days of 
restricted space. Whole walls and 
ceilings as built-in diffusers of light are 
natural elements of contemporary de- 
sign. While such schemes invariably 
photograph well, they are, however, cold 
‘o live in, due probably to lack of 
variety caused by too even distribution. 
Semi-direct schemes charm by variety of 
light and shade, but it is essential that 
surface character should be maintained. 
Direct lighting from suspended fittings 
iS SO economical, however, that it can- 
not be ignored, even though the great 
variety of hanging obstructions involved 
may, to the sensitive observer, over- 
shadow the day-time architectural effect. 
_ Many rooms are sufficiently large, and 
fittings sufficiently small, for rules of 
space saturation to be suggested. Size 
and shape both of fitting and room must 
be considered jointly. Spherical shapes 
‘oom less than cubical or disc; a room 
may be so narrow that suspended fittings 
would obstruct even though the length 
and height of the room would allow 
them. A number of experiments has 
shown that one-tenth of least room 
“imension is maximum size for a fitting 
and, except for very high rooms, two- 
thirds of the height the minimum 
mounting height. 


The style and size of fittings attached 
to wall and ceiling require different con- 
sideration. They may be .more archi- 
tectural, but ceiling fittings particularly 
should hold naturally to the surface on 
which they occur; for this reason sym- 
metrical shapes like spheres seldom look 
well when fixed close to a ceiling. Wall 
fittings, on the other hand, may float 
free, providing their brackets integrate 
well with the wall surface. 


The Architecture of Lighting. 

Recent developments show a tendency 
to deliberately mould ceiling and wall 
surfaces into part of a fitting; this is a 
natural stage between the lighting of 
architecture and an architecture of light- 
ing. Lighting as an adjunct to decora- 
tion, particularly in relation to effects 
of coloured light on coloured walls and 
furnishings, must yet be given much 
more consideration; apart from 
specialist purposes, lighting in our cold 
climate should give warm. rather than 
cool colours, but more research is needed 
to amplify this general principle, and a 
team of lighting engineers, colour tech- 
nologists and architects might be given 
the task. 

Fittings should be as simple as pos- 
sible. Some manufacturers have realised 
this and public recognition has been 
swift. Other makers should realise that 
there’ is a growing discernment of good 
form and that lighting fittings could be 
new sculptural forms. Although not yet 
widely established in Britain, there 
already exists a tradition of relationship 
between architecture and lighting so close 
that the latter can materially affect the 
former, and reliable linear lamps m 
modern reflectors will promote its 
growth. . 

A new era of much closer co-operation 
between lighting engineer and architect 
should also develop with great benefit 
to architecture and lighting. Whether 
buildings are old or new, the original 
architect available or not, whenever the 
engineer is asked to prepare a scheme 
he should, if the building has any archi- 
tectural character at all, recommend his 
clients to seek the advice of an architect 
on the matters already raised. The 
architect in turn must be precise as to 
his requirements, giving nature of effects, 
size and style of fittings, and then be 
completely co-operative in the matter of 
how the scheme may be achieved. 

In the past many people have gone to 
builders as the D gy who produce 
buildings rather than to the architect, 
with often deplorable results. It is quite 
common for clients to go to engineers 
for lighting schemes in quite important 
buildings. and for architects to be 
ignored—again with the same result. 
Many architects, especially those trained 
in the modern schools of architecture, 
are aware of the technical problems of 
the engineer and of how their solution 
may make a material contribution to the 
quality of their architecture. i 

In the interests of better architecture 
a plea for collaboration is made. It 
does not matter who makes the first 
move, but once it has been made such 
collaboration will inevitably grow. 





New Scottish Academician. 

Mr. JaMes SHEARER, F.R.1.B.A., of 
Dunfermline, for a years consulting 
architect to the Carnegie United King- 
dom Trustees, has been elected an 
Academician, Royal Scottish Academy. 


OBITUARY 


Alec Lowe Macmillan, A.R.L.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Alec Lowe Macmillan, A.R.LB.A., of 
“The White House,” Grange-over- 
Sands, Lancashire. 

Mr. Macmillan received his architec- 
tural education at the School of Archi- 
tecture, Liverpool University, and was 
articled to the firm of Bradshaw and 
Gass, F.R.I.B.A. He was successful in 
the competition for the war memorial at 
Southport, in which town he spent the 
greater portion of his professional career. 

tg elected Associate R.I.B.A. in 


F. J. Clevely, F.R.LC.S. 

We regret to record the death on 
February 1 of Mr. F. J. Clevely, 
F.R.LC.S., of The Red House, Gillham 
Wood-road, Cooden, Bexhill. He was 
elected a member of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors in 1922. 


W. T. Hills, F.R.LC.S. 

We regret to announce the death, at 
Torquay on February 15, of Mr. William 
Thomas Hills, F.R.LC.S., founder of the 
firm of W. T. Hills and Co., chartered 
quantity surveyors, of Torquay, Cardiff 
and Swansea., a Professional As- 
sociate of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors in 1922 and a Fellow 
in 1928, Mr. Hills was a past Chairman 
of the Devon and Cornwall branch; he - 
was also a past Chairman of the South 
Western Counties branch of the Institu- 
tion of Structural Engineers and a Fellow 
of the Institute of Arbitrators. The prac- 
tice will be carried on by the two remain- 
ing partners, Mr. W. H. Rumbelow, 
F.R.ICS., and Mr. G. N. 
A.R.LCS. 


CHANGES IN LONDON 
POPULATION 


DurinG the last eight years London’s 
population has changed to such an ex- 
tent that the central area figure now 
approximates to the Government's ori- 
ginal planning target. This is revealed as 
a result of an inquiry instituted by 
London Transport experts as part of a 
continuous review to ensure that future 
traffic developments are adjusted to suit 
the “new London.” 

This decline from the 1939 population 
of 4,000,000 to 3,360,000 inhabitants in 
the zone stretching from Woolwich to 
Wandsworth and Islington to Lewisham, 
contrasts with an increase in the outer 
fringe of the capital. The population of 
this area, between 12 and 25 miles from 
Central London, has risen from a pre- 


Row, 


war figure of 1,886,000, to 2,178,000, 
although the area can still take another 
360,000 before reaching its planned 


population figure. 

The in iate suburban zone in- 
creased only from 3,989,000 to 4,079,000, 
and still has over 500,000 more in- 
habitants than the figure which the 
Government considers appropriate. It is 
stated that these changes, which have 
created additional demands on travel 
facilities, are the result of the Central 
London blitz, war-time evacuation, and 
the outward movement of some industry 
and trade from London. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 

se the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
possible.) 


as 
Employment of Private Architects. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


Sir,—Thanks are due to Mr. Sidney 
Loweth, Kent County Architect; for a 
wise and helpful letter, and to you for an 
admirable leading article, on the subject 
of employment in the architectural pro- 
fession. Mr. Loweth has restated the 
case for the engagement on public works 
of architects in private practice, and he 
is putting his policy into effect in the 
educational field. Similar examples 
could readily be quoted in connection 
with housing and other types of public 
building. 

I should like to make two comments : — 
_ (i) The architect who works for a pub- 

~lic authority has a particular responsi- 
bility in regard to the upkeep factor in 
his designs. When the job is finished 
his duties end, but the permanent archi- 
tectural staff is left with the task of 
inspection and maintenance. By sym- 
pathetic collaboration in the early stages, 
the experience of both sides can be 
brought to bear on this problem. 

(2) The best way of bringing new talent 
to light is to hold open competitions. 
These not only give new opportunities to 
men in established practice, but they offer 
hope to assistant architects in both pri- 
vate and public offices for whom the 
gece of promotion may otherwise 

remote. Disappointments there must 
be, but so long as the best scheme wins, 
as it invariably does, the system is an 
unfailing tonic to the profession. The 
present lull in the building programme 
gives precisely the opportunity needed for 
promoting competiticns for public build- 
ings of sufficient magnitude. 

DonaLp H. McMorran. 
14, North Audley-street, W.1, 





To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—Mr. Sidney Loweth’s letter in 
your issue of February 13, and your 
editorial comments on it are of the 
utmost importance to the architectural 
profession. Many architects in private 
practice have, of course, felt that they 
should have a larger share in local 
authority work.. But for a county archi- 
tect not only to say so, but to say so after 
he has operated a scheme of collabora- 
tion, shows just the kind of spirit 
that can make a happy and creative archi- 
tectural profession. 

In these days of standard plan require- 
ments and mass-produced building 
materials, there isan enormous problem of 
humanising and obtaining greater variety 
in design. This can only be achieved by 
patient individual study. A scheme such 
as Mr. Loweth’s not only makes this 
possible but has the additional advantage 
that the work of many individuals may 
be properly organised and progressed on 
a large scale. 

The scheme can, of course, be abused. 
A committee might appoint an architect 
for whom the local authority architect 
had no respect, or the private practitioner 
might be stupid and conceited enough to 
try and make out that his work was 
better than that of the official’s. But if 
the Hey 250 architect, and ~ his com- 
mittee, is put in a position of being the 
client for whom the private practitioner 
works, such irritations would not arise. 
Further, the private practitioner would 
have the enormous advantage that he was 
working for someone who both under- 
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stood the problems and appreciated his 
solution. FREDERICK GIBBERD. 
35, Gordon-square, W.C.1. 


Emergency Committee of Practising 
Architects. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

Sir,—l am desired by the Executive of 
the E.C.P.A. to draw your attention to 
certain misconceptions created by your 
leader in the issue of January 30 last, 
entitled “Problems of the Practising 
Architect.” 

In your issue of January 16 it was 
stated that the membership of the Com- 
mittee was confined to members of the 
R.1.B.A. There was evidently some mis- 
understanding, as this is now incorrect. 
The first members were members of the 
R.LB.A., though some belonged also to 
other architectural bodies. but the 
E.C.P.A. is—and has been from its in- 
ception—a Committee open to all prac- 
tising architects, irrespective of the par- 
ticular Institutes or Associations to 
which, individually, they may belong. Its 
purpose is threefold:— 

To obtain a cross-section of the views 
—not of any one group of private archi- 
tects but of all private practising 
architects. 

On the basis of information received 
to consider possible steps to assist in 
overcoming the present difficulties. 

To make, in the proper quarters, such 
representation as may be deemed 
desirable. 

Naturally, the first representations will 
be made to the R.I.B.A. and the other 
Institutes and. Associations to which 
members of the Committee belong. 
These bodies, taken together, are most 
nearly representative of the whole pro- 
fession, and it is considered that nego- 
trations can best be advanced by the 
profession acting in concert through all 
established Institutes and Associations. 

When this position is fully appre- 
ciated, it will, no doubt, be agreed that 
the suggestions of disloyalty to the 
R.I.B.A. and of gebel action are injus- 
tices, due to an unfortunate misunder- 
standing. Moreover, the suggestion that 
the establishment of the Committee is 
likely to drive a wedge between archi- 
tects in private practice and their col- 
leagues in official positions is quite un- 
founded. As was truly said, the two 
groups are interdependent and both have 
made acknowledged contributions to 
architecture. - For all members of the 
profession in private practice to I 
their problems and ideas can only hel 
to clarify the difficulties and, it is hoped, 
lead to constructive pro Is which will 
assist the leaders of the profession in 
jointly steering it through these difficult 
times. All architects in private practice 
are invited to assist in clarifying the 
position by informing me of their 
difficulties and ideas. M. E. Punt, 

Secretary, E.C.P.A. 

34, Great Ormond-street, W.C.1. 


The Standard Method of Measurement. 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 

Sir,—Perhaps I might answer para- 
graph by paragraph Mr. Spencer's letter 
in your issue of January 30. 

1. My booklet was prepared in part 
as a supplement to my text-books. I 
wanted, therefore, in some cases to give 
reasons and opinions which might help 
students: it would not be proper for 
the Committee to issue these officially. 

2. A rhetorical mud-splash. I do not 
propose to throw back the mud. Mr. 
Spencer knows he can “contract out.” 

3. Shingles provide a joke on which 
Mr. Spencer drives home a point, but 
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the point is somewhat blunted as he 
does not seem to know that shingles are 
being used for such ordinary work as 
municipal housing schemes. How they 
are symptomatic of “increased work 
with no practical result” or have any 
connection with “claims” I cannot see. 
The paragraph is too obviously built 
round the joke. : 

4. The first sentence is an extreme 
example of hyperbole. The second is 
unsupported by any evidence. : 

5. My note on heating and ventila- 
tion is not concerned with what ought 
to be, but with what is, in fact, the 
practice. There is a great difference 
between aims and opportunities. 

I hope Mr. Spencer will attend the 
meeting at the Royal Institution on 
March 17 to substantiate his statements. 

With regard to Mr. Wood’s letter in 
your issue of February 13, the sugges- 
tion as to plastering to reveals was made 
by the Federation of Plastering Con- 
tractors, who presumably know their 
own trade better than we do. 

ARTHUR J. WILLIS. 

41-2, Parliament-street, S.W.1. 


Price Build-up To-day. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
Sirn,—May we compliment you upon 
the series of articles which have just 
been concluded in The Builder by 
“Cain.” We have found these particu- 
larly useful and they provide an excellent 
background for estimating to-day. 
A. W. CLEMENTS, 
Managing Director, Frank Sandell 
and Sons (Worthing), Ltd. 
»*. This is one of a number of letters received 


making the same point. Arrangements for 
a reprint of the articles are in hand.—Ed. 


Houses by Direct Labour. 


To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

Sir,—I have had my attention drawn 
by the National Housing and Town 
Planning Council to the letter you pub- 
lished in your issue of January 16 re- 
lating to the Memorandum on _ the 
Building of Houses by Direct Labour 
which I prepared for their national con- 
ference in Harrogate. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. Mallam was 
not present at the conference, and has 
apparently not read the introductory re- 
marks I then made, and is not aware of 
the limitations placed on the length of 
the paper by reasons of printing difficul- 
ties and the paper shortage. It will, | 
am sure, be evident to him that if a 
paper on such a subject, which is limited 
to 2,000 words, is to be of any real use 
at such a conference, it must deal in the 
main with the subject to be discussed 
and provide ample opportunity for a full 
and free discussion on the subject. 

The paper did make an attempt to 
give certain factual information previ- 
ously unpublished and to state the ad- 
vantages usually claimed for direct 
labour building and some of the prac- 
tical difficulties which I have met over 
a period of years when carrying out such 
work. If Mr. Mallam will re-read the 
paper, I am sure he will agree that it 
is nowhere suggested that a direct labour 
department cannot be maintained unless 
it is given jobs without tendering at 
higher prices than would be paid to the 
contractor. Such a statement is both 
unworthy of him and unfair to the 
chief officers of local authorities, who 
have long been undertaking such work 
efficiently and economically. A_ local 
authority cannot, obviously, put in 
tenders for work in other towns, which 
a contractor is at liberty to do. If the 
contractor loses one job, it doesn’ 
usually much matter to him: if the toca! 
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authority direct labour department does 
not get the job, then its whole organisa- 
tion must close down and the services 
of its employees be dispensed with. 

The local authorities have for years 
been allowed to carry out the construc- 
tion of roads and sewers on their housing 
estates with their own men without the 
submission of competitive tenders, and 
| personally see no real difference in the 
Ministry allowing local authorities to 
build the houses fronting those roads, 
if they so desire, without the necessity 
of inviting competitive tenders. For 
many years there will be much work for 
both direct labour authorities and con- 
tractors if we are to keep up with our 
housing programme. 

GRANVILLE BERRY, 

Borough Engineer and Surveyor 

Municipal Building, Preston. 


RECONSTRUCTION IN 
POLAND 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


A VISIT to Poland by members of the 
* Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning during last September was 
described by Mr. R. Nicnuoras, B.Sc., 
M.LC.E., M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., M.T.P.L., 
in his talk on “ Planning Developments in 
Poland” at a recent meeting of the Town 
and Country Plarining Association. 


Following is a summary of the remarks 
he made after describing in detail the 
widespread destruction in Poland :— 

It is clear that planning in Poland must 
be planning in its fullest sense—the plan- 
ning of a new economy, building up the 
sources of production to produce the 
means of living and to distribute these 
to the people, and provide houses and 
places of work. 

At the present time the country is 
divided into 14 regions. The Minister of 
Reconstruction is responsible for the 
National Plan and for all works con- 
nected with the building and rebuilding 
of towns and villages. Secondary offices 
have been organised as the Regional De- 
partment of Reconstruction and Regional 
Offices of Physical Planning. These 
Organisations form part of the Regional 
Government. Naturally the need to 
obtain any sort of cover for homes and 
workplaces has created the first priority. 
There has been no lack of materials in 
this initial stage, for materials from de- 
molished buildings have been in ample 
supply. Not so the skilled labour, but 
special schools have been created to train 
workers. There has been severe short- 
age of mechanical equipment which must 
continue for some years to come. 
would say that the study of theoretical 
long-term sociological needs has been 
pursued, under the circumstances, to a 
surprising extent, whilst the basic survey 
work which I saw in Warsaw and four 
other regions was most comprehensive. 

After liberation the newly organised 
Office of Reconstruction of the capital 
was faced with the problem of recon- 
struction to the pre-war pattern with 
minor corrections or, alternatively, of re- 
planning to cure the evils of past develop- 
ment. The new plan had to facilitate, as 
‘ar as possible, the early functioning of 
the city as a capital, and to satisfy the 
needs of the returning population—hous- 
ing, water, sanitary services, light, com- 
munications, etc. Land was transferred 
‘o municipal ownership, and a legal basis 
was provided for controlling the recon- 
struction of buildings. New building by 
Private enterprise was encouraged by aid- 
ing with the provision of land and 
materials, 
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_An view of the limited financial possi- 
bilities, the first three-year economic plan 
provides, in the first place, for the re- 
building of damaged buildings wherever 
— do not contravene the general town 
plan. 

in the preparation of the Warsaw 
Plan prodigious work has been done. 
Standards of accommodation have been 
defined, areas of allocation for residential, 
industrial, commercial and community 
needs have been determined, and a new 
outline plan has been prepared. This 
plan provides for a population of about 
1,200,000 people on an area considerably 
greater than the pre-war city. It is, how- 
ever, intended to keep the population 
down to about 800,000 for the next ten 
to fifteen years. The new town will 
mainly comprise development following 
the escarpment on the western bank of 
the Vistula. In the centre residential 
functions will be reduced to an indis- 
pensable minimum and it has been de- 
cided to plan the University quarter as 
a separate part of the city centre 

Greater Warsaw will be divided into 
three chains of districts, each separated 
by open spaces, while outside the city 
will be satellite developments separated 
from each other by vast tracts of agri- 
cultural lands and gardens. 

Three main industrial areas are pro- 
posed, the heavy and special industrial 
area being located on the leeward side 
of the city. 

In the residential planning, three basic 
units are proposed: The housing estate 
of about 2,000 people, the neighbourhood 
unit of some 10,000 people, and the dis- 
trict of approximately 50,000. The 
housing estate principle results in the 
division of the neighbourhood into five 
close groupings of dwellings separated by 
locating open spaces, schools, and other 
community areas between. The stan- 
dards of dwelling accommodation. 
mainly flats, are obviously bound to be 
low. The maximum density proposed in 
Zone 1 (the inner residential areas) is a 
neighbourhood density of 101 and a dis- 
trict density of 72, the dwellings being 
100 per cent. seven-storey flats, built at 
about 2} times their height apart, to 
accommodate about 250 persons per net 
residential acre. In Zone II, the propor- 
tion of flats proposed is 55 per cent. in 
three storeys and 15 per cent. in seven 
storeys, leaving 30 r cent. of all 
dwellings in houses. In the outer areas 
(Zone Il), 15 per cent. of the dwellings 
are to be in three-storey flats. Open 
space proposals would appear to be on a 
lower scale than our generally recognised 
seven acres per 1,000 persons, amounting 
to from 3 to 44 acres per 1,000 per- 
sons, the higher provision in areas de- 
veloped with flats. The nursery and 
primary school proposals provide about 
50 acres per 50,000 population, compared 


‘with our Ministry of Education standard 


for new development of 69 acres (in- 
cluding children’s play parks). But in 
addition a further 30 acres is to be de- 
voted to children’s houses in which the 
young will be given in their most impres- 
sionable years a social education divorced 
largely from the influence of home and 
parents. 

It is impossible to criticise the Warsaw 
plan in a few words. It was impossible 
to know the Warsaw problem in a few 
days. But, broadly, I was left with the 
impression that much was faulty—for in- 
stance, an over-concentration in the 
metropolitan centre and a repetition of 
past grid-iron road planning. 1 felt that 
a completely new form of capital could 
be planned on the old ruins and its sur- 
roundings. I wonder whether the oppor- 
tunity will be adequately grasped? 
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SCHEME FOR STATE SUBSIDIES 
[N connection with the publication in 
the official journal of three new Acts 
concerning the building of houses, 
namely, the Act on rules and standards, 


the Act on promoting building and the 
Act on the reconstruction of Warsaw, a 
conference was held in the Polish 


Ministry of Reconstruction at which the 
purpose of the new Acts was discussed. 

The Acts tena to promote the buildi 
of houses financed by private capi 
through subsidies in acquiring sites and 
building materials, exemption of new 
buildings from the decree on public ad- 
ministration of houses, and the reduction 
of taxes and rates. 

The subsidies for acquiring sites consist 
in the allocation of sites for house build- 
ing from State and local government 

i Persons undertaking 


agrarian i 
building obtain sites for tempor- 


house 
ary n. The Ministry of Recon- 
struction fixes the fee to be paid for 


this temporary possession an 


by 
administrative order. : 

The Minister of Reconstruction has 
powers to determine cach year the extent 
of aid in building materials and provide 
facilities for their acquisition. As to 
tax relief, the law provides for an exemp- 
tion of new houses from taxation for a 
period of five years. During this period 
the newly erected buildings cannot be 
subject to any state of local government 
taxes or rates. Flats of persons at \ 
expense they had been built will be 
exempt from building tax for a period 
of five years. Furthermore, income 
derived from letting flats will be exempt 
from income tax for a period of five 


years. 

Tax reliefs, however, apply only to 
buildings such as contain flats not 
exceeding 60 square metres in area. 
Workers’ flats, the building of which is. 
financed by public funds, will be exempt 
from tax for a period of ten years. 

The State helps also in the case of 
buildings which are rebuilt, or to which 
a number of new floors are added, and 
of business premises converted into flats. 

The purpose of the law on rules and 
standards is to guarantee control by the 
State over luxury building, unwa 
by the needs of the country, and to adap 
the housing programme to the frame- 
work of planned economy. The law gives 

wers to the housing authorities to re- 
use the issue of building permits and to 
stop building in case of a breach of the 
building standards and regulations. The 
standardisation of building materials and 
methods provides considerable saving of 
raw material and labour in planning pro- 
duction, distribution and exploitation. 
Persons who submit to the rules and 
standards enjoy the privileges of the Act 
on house: building. 

With regard to Warsaw’s reconstruc- 
tion, the new law puts all responsibility 
for the reconstruction of the capital in 
the hands of the Minister of Reconstruc- 
tion to whom the Office for the Recon- 
struction of the Capital, a planning 
authority, is subordinated. This is moti- 
vated by the importance attached to the 
rebuilding of Warsaw as the capital of 
Poland 
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Russell A. Earthrowl. (London: The: 
Estates Gazette, Ltd.) Price 33s. 










































































































230 


REDEVELOPMENT OF . 


CITY OF LONDON 
PUBLIC INQUIRY ENDS. 


AFTER a hearing extending over 12 
days, the ye inquiry into the Cor- 
Poration of London’s application for an 
Order under Section 1 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1944, declaring 
six war-damaged areas in the City to be 
subject to compulsory purchase, came to 
an end on Wednesday of last week. 

In closing the inquiry, Mr. K. S. 
Dopp, Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning Inspector, said: “May Il 
express the hope, which I feel is 
cherished by all of us, that this inquiry 
will prove to have been a useful stage 
in the great process of rebuilding the 
devastated parts of this mighty City in 
a form that is finer, more beautiful and 
more efficient than ever before.” 

Sir WALTER MONCKTON, K.C., in his 
closing s h for the Corporation, 
said t he hoped to prove that in its 
broad outline the policy behind the 
development plan. stood unassailed. 

ually unassailed were the Joint Con- 
sultants whom the Corporation had been 
fortunate enough to secure for the task 
of preparing the plan. Paying tribute 
to Professor Holford, who spent many 
hours in the witness chair, Sir Walter 
said: “He has brought vision, imagina- 
tion and common sense to the task.” 

Sir Walter suggested that in essence 
attacks which had been made against 
the Corporation were attacks against 
what was embodied in the Act. The 
Corporation was being attacked for 
making use of powers given them by 
Parliament which, as anybody who read 
the Act could see, thought it wise that 
the problem of the redevelopment of 
war-damaged areas should be tackled 
comprehensively and not by patchwork 
use of other existing powers. 

The Minister recognised the contribu- 
tion that reconstruction of the City must 
make to the national well-being, said 
counsel, and had stated that the Cor- 
poration’s proposals for compulsory 
purchase would be considered a matter 
of first urgency. 


“ Major Issues Unchallenged! ” 


Contending that the major issues had 
not been challenged, Sir Walter said: 
““Objectors have asked, ‘Please lop off 
a piece of this area to suit me,’ or 
* Please extricate my site from this area.’ 
There has been a certain confusion in 
some of the speeches between redevelop- 
ment and rebuilding. It has been 
assumed that rebuilding on a site neces- 
sarily covers all that is contained in the 
word redevelopment. Redevelopment 
entails more than physical considera- 
tions: it is also a question of the user. 
At this stage redevelopment must .be 
kept flexible.” 

It was important to remember those 
points when considering the attempts of 
many objectors to bring their properties 
within what had been called the “ excep- 
tional class of case,” in which it might 
not be necessary for the Corporation to 
proceed to compulsory purchase. Sir 
Walter suggested that on the evidence 
that had been given. only a very few 
objectors would qualify for exceptional 
treatment. 

So far from the Declaratory Order 
causing delay, as objectors had sug- 
gested, it might, he believed, help in 
bringing owners together for the purpose 
of block development. “We want to go 
ahead,” said Sir Walter. “We want this 
Declaratory Order for the purpose which 
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ALUMINIUM ALLOYS IN BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 
recent application of aluminium alloys in building construction. 


38 alloy. The total weight of the assembly is 130 | 


Illustrated above is a 
> a i In the left-hand picture 
the stanchion the man is carrying is an I beam 8} in. by 4 in., 12 ft. 3 in. long, in Noral 51S 
alloy. Attached to the stanchion at the near end is a poe 18 in. square, ¢ in. thick, in Noral 


This is one of the stanchions used 


in the construction of a garage /battery charging station building erected for the developing 
company, Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., of Banbury, by Messrs. Hinkins and Frewin, of 


Oxford. This building measures 60 ft. by 20 ft., and is 12 ft. high to trusses. 


It is sheeted 


entirely with Noral 3S corrugated sheeting, structural members bemg of Noral 51S. 


Parliament has in mind, to bring the 
land in the areas within the scope of com- 
pulsory purchase, so that each of those 
areas may be redeveloped as a whole.” 
There had been criticism of the applica- 
tion on the ground of the uncertainty it 
caused’ But an owner could never say, 
“Here I am, secure in my freehold; no 
planning can interfere with me.” There 
must be a plan and control. 


“ No Exodus from the City.” 


Dealing with the case made by several 
objectors that they had already formu- 
lated plans for composite redevelopment 
of various areas or sites, Sir Walter said 
that many of these schemes might never 
be translated into bricks and mortar. 
“We do not want to see London paved, 
like some other place, with only good 
intentions,” he declared. To make ex- 
clusions at this stage would be premature 
and inappropriate. 


Sir Walter submitted that there was 
no ground for believing that the making 
of the Declaratory Order would result 
in an exodus from the City. 


The Corporation had tried to listen 
sympathetically to all the observations 
put forward on behalf of the objectors. 
Those the Corporation had called into 
consultation had faced their task reso- 
lutely, faithful to the traditions of the 
City, and alive to the needs, the possi- 
bilities and the challenge of the future. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INTAKE 
FOR FLATS 


Tue Codes of Practice Committee have 
issued as a draft for comment, Code 
322.102, “Electricity Supply Intake 
Arrangements for Flats and other Multi- 
occupier Buildings,” prepared by a Com- 
mittee convened by the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. The draft code 
contains recommendations for the in- 
stallation of rising and lateral electricity 
conductors for blocks of flats and other 
multi-occupier premises. Initially it sets 
out definitions of terms in use throughout 
the code, lists relevant British Standards, 
and brings to notice the need for liaison 
between the building designer, contract- 
ing parties and owner in considering the 
selection of the type of installation and 
the arrangement of equipment. 

Reference is made to alternative 
systems of service through an external 
system of low- or medium-voltage mains 





or through a transformer sub-station ex- 
ternal to or installed in the building, and 
there are recommendations as to the 
arrangements necessary for _ these 
systems. Particular attention is given to 
the questions of location, design and 
equipment in the case of the transformer 
sub-station installed.in the building. 
Details are given of sizes, types and 
finishes of vertical ducts or chases re- 
quired for rising mains. A list of the 
various types of systems available, to 
which the rising electricity conductors 
should conform, is included, with ad- 
vice on the choice of systems and sizes 
of conductors to be installed under vary- 
ing conditions. Full information on the 
selection, of distribution fuse boards and 
design features allied thereto is outlined, 
and recommended types of lateral con- 
ductors between floor distribution boards 
and consumers’ supply controls are given. 


The code is in draft form and subject to 
amendment, in the light of comments 
received, before publication in final form. 
Comments, which are invited and wel- 
comed, should be submitted by March 24 
next. Copies reference CP(B)717 may be 
obtained from the British Standards In- 
stitution, 24/28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, 
price 2s. post free. 





HENRY HOPE AND SONS, LTD. 
A Statement. 


IN our issue for June 27, 1947, we 
published an advertisement, the body of 
which contained an extract from a re- 
port previously published in the “ Even- 
ing Standard” to the effect that eight 
houses at Rickinghall had been waiting 
for windows for eight months. 


We are informed that, unfortunately. 
the extract in question has been mis- 
understood to be a reflection upon Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd., who were the con- 
tractors concerned with the supply of 
windows to the houses in Rickinghall. 
In fact, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., ful- 
filled their contract for the supply of 
windows for these houses before the de- 
livery date stipulated in their contract. 

The advertisement in question was, ol 
course, published by us in good faith, 
and there was no intention in any way of 
reflecting upon Henry Hope and Sons. 
Ltd., or any other company. 

The Austin Hall Group of Companies. 
who were the advertisers in question. 
wish to be associated with the fore- 
going ‘statement. 































February 20 1948 


POST-WAR LONDON 
GROWTH OF POPULATION AND 


INDUSTRY 
A’ indication of the extent to which 
the population and __ industrial 


development of London have increased 
since the end of the war was given by 
Mr. CHARLES DaLTon, Social vVevelop- 
ment Officer, Welwyn Garden City; when 
he addressed a lunch-time meeting of the 
Town and Country Planning Association. 

After some introductory remarks, Mr. 
Dalton, whose subject was “Crisis 
Politics for Town Planners,” gave details 
of the growth of London’s population in 
the last two years, and said :— 

In the suburban ring of London the 
population is 8 per cent. above pre-war 
and in the Green Belt 14 per cent. above 
pre-war, while there has been only a 
slight movement in those outer areas 
which were to receive London’s overspill. 
In the two years after the war the popu- 
lation of Greater London increased by 
nearly 1,500,000. This is staggering when 
it was generally assumed that the process 
of degaussing the London magnet, if not 
achieving spectacular success, would at 
any rate tend to reduce its powers of 
attraction. 

If any further evidence about -the ex- 
pansion of London is required it is fur- 
nished by the traffic figures. According 
to a Parliamentary reply, on an average 
day last summer the number of passenger 
journeys had increased by an eighth as 
compared with 1939, the average distance 
travelled had increased by a sixth and the 
total of passenger miles by a third. 


The Location of Industry. 


Control of the location of industry is 
the only effective control on the location 
of population. I can give no exact 
figures about the increase of industry in 
London since the war. It is not easy to 
get through the iron curtain concealing 
the activities of the Regional Distribution 
of Industry Panel. But it is possible to 
make certain inferences and to give a 
qualitative, if not a quantitative, state- 
ment of the way the decentralisation of 
industry is proceeding—or not pro- 
ceeding. 

Replying to a Parliamentary question, 
Mr. Belcher, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Board of Trade, said that in the two 
years ended on May 31 last approval 
had been given to 267 projects for new 
factories and extensions in the Greater 
London area. These, when completed 
and fully operating, would require an 
additional 16,000 workers. 

_ Mr. Belcher assured the questioner: 

Before any approval is given to any 
extension or new building project in Lon- 
don, full consideration is given to the 
Possibility of having it transferred else- 
where, and only on the most urgent and 
necessary cases is approval given for 
buildings in London.” 

Around London there is an enormous 
amount of new factory building which 
may be, in Mr. Belcher’s words, “ most 
urgent and necessary,” but which makes 
one wonder what are the standards of 
urgency and necessity applied. And these 
267 projects to which Mr. Belcher re- 
ferred do not include the enormous 
amount of blitzed rebuilding, some of it 
far from harmonising with the better 
London for which we had hoped. 

I cannot help but deduce from this 
evidence that. the Board of Trade. which 
holds the kev to a successful dispersal 
Dolicv, is allowing itself to be swaved 
by the arguments of firms whose exnan- 
SiON Or evistence in Tandon is for from 
being a matter of national importance. 
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The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning is represented on the Distribu- 
tion of industry Panel and has no doubt 
urged its objections to many factory 
scnemes. It has probably been quite 
willing to fight, but the trouble is the 
regularity with which it has gone down 
ngnting. 

it might have been thought that if 
population was to be transferred to the 
Country Ring it would be a good idea to 
build the great proportion of the new 
houses in that ring. But an analysis of 
appendix B of the Ministry of Health 
housing return for the end of last Sep- 
tember shows that only an eighth of all 
completed London Region housing is in 
the country ring. All the rest is in the 
County of London, the Inner Urban 
Ring, the suburbs or the Green Belt. 

Such is the debit side of the account. 
In two critical years there has been no 
real success in implementing the declared 
policy of the Government. It is just as 
well the crisis has given us time to look 
round. But it would be a mistake to 
minimise our assets. In the New Towns 
Act we have on the Statute Book one of 
the most imaginative and far-seeing 
pieces of legislation ever enacted. We 
have in the Town and Country Planning 
Act a design for an administrative 
machine. What do we need to make that 
machine work? 

As a first measure, I suggest that the 
location of housing, and preferably all 
control of housing, should be placed 
under a_ reconstituted Ministry of 
Hoising and Town Planning. On second 
thoughts, I should prefer it the other way 
round, a Ministry of Town Planning and 
Housing. Present housing policy in- 
creases the size of London and the great 
cities. It allows the spread of pleasant 
villages which are as large as they need 
be. And it denies new houses to such 
towns as Letchworth and Welwyn, which 
are planned and equipped to take Lon- 
don’s overspill. 

Another political step is to place the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
in the economic group, which at present 
owes allegiance to Sir Stafford Cripps. 
With these changes it will, I believe, be 
possible to arrest the rot. Mr. Silkin is 
a strong Minister in a weak position. It 
is our job to help to bring about a set-up 
in which he can function effectively. 


HOUSING IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND 


Since the end of the war only 1,700 
permanent houses have been erected in 
Northern Ireland, compared with 
300,000 in England. The reasons for 
Ireland’s inability to move ahead with 
her programme for 100,000 houses were 
outlined by the Rt. Hon. William Grant, 
M.P., Minister of Health and Local 
Government for Northern Ireland, at a 
Press conference in London. 

There was, said the Minister, a short- 
age of equipment and fittings in his 
country, and there had also been a 
shortage of cement during the good 
building weather last year. Although 
the labour situation made’ it possible 
to build 7.000 houses a year in Northern 
Ireland, these shortages had compelled 
the Government to stop issuing licences. 
The primary reason for his visit to Lon- 
don had been to attempt to obtain 
materials, and he was returning to his 
country full of hope, although he would 
not be satisfied until the houses were 
built and occupied. 

After seeing the advanced state of 
housing in England and Scotland during 
recent visits, the Minister had felt that 
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Northern Ireland, compared with 29.56 
in Scotland and 36.66 in England. 

When questioned on the subject of 
Town and Country Planning, Mr. Grant 
emphasised that he was not so much 
concerned with what happened in fifty 
years’ time as with providing housing for 
the poo who are living at the moment. 

Details obtained from the Ministry's 
headquarters in London tell ‘of the 
establishment of a Housing Trust in 
Northern; Ireland. The Trust, which is 
not a Government department, consists 
of members appointed by the Minister. 
They have their own administrative staff 
and give their seryices free. The Trust, 
which has the same statutory powers as 
local authorities in connection with the 
acquisition of land, placing of contracts 
and selection of tenants, carries out its 
activities under direct government 
auspices with no charge on local rates. 

Local authority housing is financed by 
the Exchequer subsidy and rate con- 
tributions. There are also schemes for 
the payment of Government subsidies to 
builders who provide accommodation for 
renting to workers, and to persons who 
wish to become owner-occupiers of new 
houses. At the moment legislation is 
before Parliament to make provision for 
the payment of grants towards the cost 
of building new farmhouses and of re- 
conditioning farm premises. 


BOOK, REVIEW 


CATHERINE HOWARD: THE STORY OF 


Henry VIIl’s Firra Wire. By 
Michael Glenne. (London: John 
Long, Ltd... Price 18s. net. 


THis book has been sent to us for re- 
view because, no doubt, we have had a 
share in illustrating it. H. W. Brewer's 
drawings portray “ London in the time of 
Henry VIII,” and, though his people may 
be clearly seen walking its streets, we are 
dependent on authors like Michael 
a to make London of those days 
alive. 

Catherine Howard was born in Lam- 
beth in 1523, and spent her early child- 
hood in seclusion at Horsham, in Nor- 
folk. At the age of ten she left 
Horsham for London, and the author 
gives a view of it as if with her eyes: 
“There was much to loathe in the 
capital, with its crowded streets and its 
slums swarming with rogues and master- 
less men living on what they could pick 
up from the gutter, with its narrow, mud- 
clogged lanes filthy with the refuse of 
months and the putrefying blood of 
slaughtered beasts.” Brewer did not 
show that side of London life of that day 
(except, perhaps, in one of his 16 draw- 
ings), but it was no doubt a true picture. 

Catherine attended her cousin, Anne 
Boleyn, at her coronation. The n’s 
reception by the King at the Tower of 
London, and the triumphal procession 
through the streets of the City to West- 
minster are described in terms which 
bring to life the conduits, halls and 
churches shown in Brewer's drawings. It 
is strange, however, that Old St. Paul’s, 
which had not then lost its magnificent 
spire, is not even mentioned in the text. 

How, at the age of only seventeen, 
Catherine took the place of Henry's 
fourth Queen, to whom she was a maid 
of honour, and how, in little more than 
a year, she lost it and found herself once 
more at the Tower, this time to await 
execution, is graphically told with a due 
mixture of fact and fiction. H. A.C. 








~ 
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TYPE PLANS FOR 
HOUSING 
DISCUSSION AT HOUSING CENTRE 


In order to stimulate interest in the 
Ministry of Health’s type — for 
three-storey houses and our-storey 
maisonettes the Housing Centre held a 
discussion on February 10, led by Miss 
JupirH Lepesoer, A.R.1.B.A. (formerly 
of the Ministry of Health’s architectural 
staff), a co-opted member of the L.C.C. 
housing. committee, and a _ practising 
architect. ; 

Miss Ledeboer, in her introductory 
talk, gave an account of the historical 
background of the type plans, defended 
the idea of these plans against certain 
criticisms and urged that they be given 
careful consideration. 

The Ministry, she said, were anxious 
to get opinions on the plans, for type 
plans were essential if a housing pro- 
gramme was to be carried out under 
rationing of materials and other necessi- 
ties. If a housing programme, such as 
was contemplated in this country, was to 
be implemented, every single individual 
and client could not express his own 
ideas. 

The speaker claimed that within the 
type plans there was scope for every 
architect to produce variants. There 
had been a little discontent among afchi- 
tects and others at having to work to 
these plans. There should not be any 
difficulty, however, because every local 
authority or architect had it entirely 
within his hands to do what he wished 
with regard to type plans, which were 
only suggestions. 

In order that a family should be 
housed in a densely built area at the 
moment, they had to be placed in a 
five-storey block of flats. A small 
family could not live easily in such 
circumstances because of the inevitable 
restrictions of flat-dwelling. The three- 
storey house was the solution; it raised 
the density to between 15 and 18 dwell- 
ings to the acre, according to the open 
space arrangements and other require- 
ments. 

Dealing with some of the details ot 
the design of the three-storey type plans, 
Miss Ledeboer referred to the problems 
caused by lack of provision for the plac- 
ing and removal of dustbins and of 
storage for prams and bicycles. Two of 
the type plans raised this problem, 
but in type B there was a store where the 
pram, bicycle and the w.c. could be 
placed and where there was access right 
through the house without passing 
through the kitchen. 

In type A the area for living, as com- 
pared with the area for sleeping, was 
very small. That was one of the prob- 
lems of the three-storey house; there 
was not enough room for living and 
eating space. The problem of heating 
was also increased by the presence of a 
third floor. 


Access to Garden. 


Type C was attractive. It had a very 
good balance of living space. One im- 
provement would be access to the garden 
without having to go through the 
kitchen. If the Ministry would arrange 


* that, she thought this would be the best 


of the three proposed designs. It had 
an extremely attractive elevation. This 
sort of house should be heated either by 
a central system or a district heating 
scheme. It was the kind of development 
on a 70 persons to the acre scale which 
could take place in the inner suburbs 
of London. 

With regard to the suggested four- 








THE BUILDER 








storey maisonettes, Miss Ledeboer said 
these were already in exiStence in 
Chelsea, Barcelona and St. Pancras. 
Access was given by balcony. One of 
the advantages of this type was that a 
family could get a two-storey feeling 
about their dwelling as against the 
“flat” feeling; there was a division be- 
tween bedroom and living-room accom- 
modation. Another advantage of this 
form of dwelling was that it did not need 
any lifts. It was a fairly cheap form of 
construction, although it did take a little 
more staircase space. 

This form of housing development 
could take place at high density. It 
gave scope for a variety of plans, and its 
object was to provide better accommo- 
dation than the flat for the medium or 
large-sized family. It was not intended 
for the small family. 


Discussion. 

Replying to queries raised in the en- 
suing discussion, Miss Ledeboer said the 
three-storey type would be suitable for 
redevelopment in market towns or new 
development nearby. It would be a 
more attractive form of development 
than terrace houses. She thought it 
would only be necessary to provide 
sound insulation for one floor in the 
maisonettes, instead of for several, as in 
blocks of flats. She favoured some sort 
of communal laundry arrangement, but 
agreed that there was a need for pro- 
vision for drying in each dwelling, and 
said this matter should be considered by 
the Ministry. 

A_ representative of the Ministry of 
Health said the maisonettes with two 
bedrooms were intended mainly for 
people with children who were growing 
up. It was hoped that families with 
young children would find accommoda- 
tion on the lower floors of blocks of 
flats. The designs were not considered 
in terms of rural areas’ needs, but he 
agreed that they might be of some value 
in the redevelopment of the centres of 
market towns. 


IN PARLIAMENT 
Building Apprentices. 

Mr. MARPLES raised the question of 
the future of apprentices in the build- 
ing industry. He said that there was a 
great danger that these apprentices might 
leave the industry and become just 
skilled labourers. That would be dis- 
astrous. 

At the moment the industry was com- 
posed of craftsmen, some of whom were 
rather elderly. No apprentices came 
into the industry during the war years, 
or, at all events, only a few, so there 
had been something like eight or nine 
years with no flow of apprentices com- 
ing out as craftsmen. Speaking from 
his own experience, he warned the 
Government that unless they used their 
immense powers wisely, in order really 
to train apprentices, there would not be 
sufficient craftsmen, from 1950 onwards, 
to build the houses the country required. 
People would be forced to continue to 
live in squalor. 

Taking figures from the three reports 
of the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council, from 1943 to 1946, he 
calgulated that 25,000 apprentices a year 
were needed just to maintain the present 
number of craftsmen in the industry. He 
asked what number of craftsmen did the 
Ministry anticipate would be in the 
building industry in the next five years? 
Secondly, what would be the number of 
apprentices required to maintain that 
figure? Thirdly, would the Minister be 
able to recruit that number, and, what 


February 20 1948 





was more important, be able to keep 
them in the industry and turn them out 
as craftsmen at the end of that time? 
Fourthly, what immediate action should 
employers take if they had not sufficient 
work for their apprentices? — Fifthly, 
what was to be the future of the appren- 
tices if there was no building work for 
them when they finished their training? 
And, sixthly, when would the next re- 
port of the Committee to which he had 
referred appear? 

Making concrete suggestions, Mr. 
Marples urged that immediate help 
should be given to the Apprentice- 
Master scheme. The second was that 
immediate help must be given to con- 
tractors so that apprentices in the build- 
ing industry who are under- normal in- 
dentures should not be lost because of 
lack of work. Thirdly, would it not be 
possible for the Parliamentary Secretary 
to increase the limit on repairs? The 
amount of work which could be done for 
£10 now was infinitesimal. Also, the 
£10 ‘limit was crippling the jobbing 
trade, the work of which was going to 
contractors. So far as the long-term 
programme was concerned, would the 
Government fix a minimum building 
force below which, whatever happened, 
the industry would not be reduced, and 
would they make long-term plans instead 
of these disjointed: efforts for the mini- 
mum number of craftsmen? When the 
capital cuts took place, the Minister 
should see that the first consideration 
ought to be to retain in being a building 
— which could build after the year 

In conclusion, Mr. Marples congratu- 
lated the Ministry ‘of Works in trying 
hard to meet a difficult situation, but 
said that the building industry had been 
battered from pillar to post by the 
Minister of Health. It lay in the power 
of the Minister of Health to ruin the 
industry in such a way that it would be 
useless for the next 10 years. Without 
care it could be smashed beyond repair 
in the next two years. He begged the 
Parliamentary Secretary to stand up to 
the Minister of Health. Let there be 
capital cuts, but let them not be so that 
the building industry would be com- 
pletely ruined. 


After a brief debate, Mr. Dursin, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, said that the nature of the 
scheme proposed by the Building Appren- 
ticeship Council was to attach a training 
clause to contracts, not to licences. The 
fact that any contractor could escape 
from a contract by not recruiting a suffi- 
cient number of apprentices to satisfy the 
clause meant that no very practicable 
scheme of this kind had yet been sug- 
gested to the Ministry. With fegard to 
the apprentice for whom the employer 
had no immediate work, the answer was 
clear. The employer could either keep 
him, transfer the indenture or the agree- 
ment to some other employer, who had 
work to offer the apprentice, or he could 
apply through the apprenticeship com- 
mittees to bring the indenture or agree- 
ment to an end. If there were a large 
number of such applications, that would 
be a matter more appropriate for the 
Minister of Labour. report of the 
Council and the National is gg 
ship Board had been received, but he 
could not say when it would be pub- 
lished. Evidence did not bear out the 
rather alarming statements of Mr. Mar- 
ples, and no applications had yet been 
received from the National Apprentice- 
ship Board from any employer for a re- 
lease from indentures. Nor was there 
any substantial increase in the number of 
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indentured and registered a ntices 
applying for release from their inden- 
tures and contracts. Out of 44,000 re- 
gistered apprentices in London, only 55 
applied for release in the second half of 
last year. 

With regard to the future, and whether 
it was possible to maintain a reasonable 
inflow of apprentices to keep up the size 
of the skilled labour force which would 
be needed, he said that involved an esti- 
mate of the future demand for appren- 
tices which it was not very easy to assess 
at the moment. It must remain very 
substantial. When all deductions were 
made it would be found that the loss of 
the building industry by way of cuts was 
of the order of 10 per cent. only. And, 
furthermore, those cuts would be only 
of a temporary nature. The arithmetic 
of the matter was 22,500 a year to main- 
tain a force of craftsmen which was in 
balance with the temporarily reduced 
expenditure. 

On the whole, the inflow was encour- 

aging. Between October, 1945, and 
September, 1946, the inflow of appren- 
tices was 22,400. Between October, 
1946, and September, 1947, it was 20,100. 
The main reason for that decline was 
the raising of the school-leaving age in 
March, 1947. The most recent figures 
available showed an annual eftry of 
nearly 17,000, and that in a quarter 
where the number of school leavers was 
- . very low level—the last quarter of 
1947. ‘ 
The present age-distribution of workers 
in the building industry had undergone 
a marked change as a result, in part, of 
the activities of the Building Apprentice- 
ship Training Council. It was no longer 
an industry in which the average age was 
high. Sixty-six per cent. of the men em- 
ployed were under 40. It was also im- 
possible to deny that the building up of 
the force in the industry from 440,000 
at the end of the war to well over 
1,000,000 in less than two years was a 
tribute to the energy of his Department 
and the voluntary bodies. 

The Government were making a 
special contribution, with the co-opera- 
tion of the local authorities, in the 
Apprentice-Master scheme. He heard 
widespread tributes to the success and 
efficiency of this. Two hundred schemes 
were now going forward, 43 had been 
completed, and 31 were being extended. 
Further additional schemes, up to 50 in 
number, would be sanctioned when 
they were presented for approval. 


Private Enterprise. 

Mr. GERALD WiLuiaMs - asked the 
Minister of Health if, in the near future, 
he anticipated allowing permits for 
building houses by private builders in 
districts where there were now require- 
ments for miners or agricultural 
labourers’ dwellings and where local 
unemployment might result. : 

Mr. BEevAN said that, as indicated in 
a circular to local authorities, the placing 
of fresh contracts must for the present 
be strictly controlled, but, while priority 
would be given to houses for miners and 
agricultural workers, the contracts 
would not be limited to those houses. 


Change of Address. 

The Engineers’ Guild now has an 
established Westminster 
arrangement with Messrs. 
and Co., chartered accountants, as the 
Guild’s secretaries. Mr. W. A. A 
\llan, M.LC.E., continues as the hon 
rary secretary. All communications 
should be addressed to the Secretary, The 
Engineers’ Guild, 28, Victoria-street. 
S.W.1. (Tel.: Abbey 6511.) 
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SHELL CONCRETE 


CONSTRUCTION 


AN OUTLINE OF SOME OF THE 
PRINCIPAL FEATURES 


THE principal features of shell concrete 
construction were discussed by Mr: H. G. 
Cousins, B.Sc., M.LC.E., in a paper read 
before a meeting of the Reinforced Con- 
crete Association held at the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. 

Following is a 
speaker’s remarks :— 

The essential feature of shell concrete 
construction is the use of suitably 
stiffened thin concrete surfaces to span 
large areas. The use of members sub- 
ject to bending is uneconomical, since 
only the extreme fibres of the section can 
be stressed to the allowable limits. In 
shell construction the roof covering itself 
is used to transmit loads to the supports. 
It does this by means of direct forces 
lying wholly within the surface of the 
roof, For this reason the dead-weight 
does not increase appreciably as spans 
become larger, the thickness of the shell 
‘being determined by considerations of 
buckling. This is of particular impor- 
tance in large span structures where the 
dead-weight is often a considerable por- 
tion of the total weight to be carried. 


Loading Tests. 

Many loading tests have been carried 
out on shell roofing, both on models 
and on full size structures. The deflec- 
tions measured show clearly that these 
roofs act in accordance with the 
theoretical calculations. 

Such tests have been made both with 
uniform load over the whole barrel or 
with a load on one side only of the 
arch. One such test carried out on a 
model 40 ft. long, 15 ft. wide, with a 
shell thickness of 1ly¢ in. was to apply 
62 Ib. per sq. ft. on one side only of the 
barrel without any cracking being 
observed. Under such a loading the 
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usual type of arch construction would 
have failed. 

To allow for temperature movements 
in shell roofs, joints must be provided in 
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all straight members at suita 
depending upon the flexibility of 
porting columns. Such straight 
are the shell in the direction of 
erating lines, the edge beams and 
end frames, if these are straight. 

considerations limit the length of a 
between end frames to about 200 
series of parallel barrels can thus pro- 
vide a clear floor of up to 200 ft. wide 
and of indefinite length. 

If clear spans greater than 
required, it is necessary to use the short 
barrel type supported on end frames of 
arch form having sufficient flexibility. 
Again, an indefinite length can be covered 
without columns obstructing the clear 
width thus obtained. 

Whilst the arch form sheds rainwater 
quickly from the surface and the shape 
and flexibility of the structure minimise 
eracking, it is not possible to 
the roof to be entirely free from hair- 
cracks, which might allow rain to pene- 
trate. Waterproof coverings are 
fore necessary for roofs which must be 
impermeable. Either roofing felt or 
asphalt may be used. 

The problem of heat insulation of shell 
structure is similar to that of a normal 
reinforced concrete roof. The smaller 
thickness of slab used makes little differ- 
ence to the heat transmission. Without 
adding any insulating material, the heat 
transmission would be about 0.8 BTU/ 
sq. ft./per hour/deg. F. addi- 
tional resistance is required any of the 
standard methods can be adopted. One 
of the simplest is the use of building 
board as permanent shuttering on the 
underside. Half-inch soft board will re- 
duce the transmission by half. 

Roof lighting can be incorporated either 
in the form of patent glazing or concrete 
and glass lights. These can be of almost 
any size.and shape. While they can he 
placed in any position, it is usually most 
convenient and efficient, to put them at 
the crown of the barrel.” 

Patent glazing allows more light to 
enter than glass lenses, but the latter are 
valuable in that they diffuse the light 
more evenly. The good quality of the 
lighting is a particular feature of sheli 
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buildings, which are free from tie mem- 


bers and other obstructions. The reduc- 
tion in lighting area necessary is useful 
in reducing heat losses. An area of 
lighting equal to ith of the floor area is 
sufficient for most purposes. 

Louvres. can be incorporated in the 
design of the roof lights to provide 
natural ventilation. This can also be 
achieved by louvred panels in the end 
frames or standard type extracts through 
the roof. 

. Normal concrete and concreting 
methods can be adopted for shell work. 
Three-quarters of an inch aggregate is 
suitable, although the maximum size is 
often reduced to 4 in. for the roof slabs. 
Grading and type of aggregate should be 
selected to ensure good — a as 
many of the sections are small. ad 
grade cement is usually called for. For 
small spans a 1:2:4 mix is sufficient, 
but for large spans richer mixes are used. 

As in the majority of concrete work, 
normal mild steel round reinforcement is 
usually the simplest to use. The fixing 
is easy and relatively cheap, although at 
first glance the detailing appears compli- 
cated. Much of the reinforcement is in 
straight lengths, and in the shell slab the 
smal! diameter bars used can be curved 
on the roof as they are fixed. Several 
layers of reinforcement are used in. the 
slab, some to take the bending stresses in 
the shell, while normally trajectory bars 
are used following the lines of the vrin- 
cipal tensile stresses. Where the latter 


il 































































234 


are small, it is possible to reinforce with 
a mesh of steel, but this is not appreci- 
ably cheaper, and is less useful in pre- 
yenting cracks. 

Although shell construction can be 
used with any structural material, it is 
the only method by which large areas can 
be covered economically with concrete. 
A concrete shell structure has all the 
attributes of concrete construction such 
as permanence, strength against acci- 
dental damage, resistance to fire and lack 
of upkeep costs. The clean lines which 
may be obtained have both psychological 
pone 4 hygienic advantages. No greater con- 
Structional height is needed than with 
other forms of construction. Good light- 
ing and insulation can _ readily 
obtained. Point loads applied to the 
structure are not a danger as with many 
other types of roof. Economy of 
material is obtained, especially steel as 
compared with the weight necessary for 
a steel structure. No special materials 
or methods of construction, other than 
those normally used in reinforced con- 
crete work, are necessary. Whilst the 
design should be entrusted to an engineer 
Specialising in the design of such struc- 
tures, the work on the site can be carried 
out by any reputable contractor used to 
dealing with reinforced concrete work. 

As the potentialities of shell construc- 
tion are becoming more widely known, 
increasing interest is being shown in its 
development for many types of building. 
Present conditions restrict many projects, 
but the low steel weight requ for 
shell construction compared with that for 
steel designs has enabled a number of 
buildings to proceed. The factor which 
ensures the extended use of shell in the 
future is the pleasing, often impressive, 
appearance of the completed structure, 
which renders it attractive both to the 
designer and building owner. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Constructional Steelwork. 

THe Ministry of Supply announces 
that new and secondhand constructional 
steelwork, such as oof _ trusses, 
stanchions and compound girders, has 
been released from acquisition control, 
under the Control of Iron and Steel 
(No. 62) Order, 1948. This Order came 
into operation on January 28. In the 
case of new constructional steelwork, the 
change is largely a technical one, as the 
structural engineer will still require an 
authorisation from his customer to 
acquire the controlled plain steel needed 
for fabricating inte constructional steel- 
work (or to replace material taken from 
his stock for that pu ), and to author- 
ise him to use the plain steel. The pro- 
cedure for obtaining the authorisation 
has not been altered in any way. 

Since the introduction of the new 
Order, constructional steelwork may be 
acquired without regard to the period 
stated on the authorisation. This 
authorisation now relates only to the deli- 
very period in which structural engineers 
may acquire the steel for authorised pur- 
poses, or to replace material taken from 
their stocks. 


Improved Solid Fuel Appliances. 





A Ministry of Health Circular on 


“ Domestic Fuel Policy: Improved Heat- 
ing Appliances” (8/48), issued to all 
housing authorities, encloses a revised list 
of recommended solid fuel appliances and 
refers to a guide on the proper installation 
of gravity warm air systems, issued by 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power, copies 
of which are obtainable from H.M.S.O., 
price Is. 6d. 
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PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 


HOUSING 
A NOTTINGHAM SCHEME 


A PLAN for a new housing drive has 
been put forward by Mr. F. I. Green- 
wood, chairman of the Nottingham 
District Federation of Master Builders. 
Dissociating himself entirely from the 
view held by the Minister of Health 
that a bonus scheme reduces the cost of 
houses and increases production, he 
says: “If the necessary materials are 
not manufactured, released by the Gov- 
ernment departments concerned, and de- 
livered on the site when they are 
required, the bonus scheme fails. 

“ The Federation of which I am chair- 
man is submitting a scheme to all 
builders and builders’ merchants in Not- 
tingham district with the idea of calling 
attention to the fact that there are large 
areas of land ready for immediate de- 
age age with roads and sewers laid, 
in the ownership of numerous builders, 
as well as tremendous quantities of 
material and timber in the possession of 
builders and timber merchants. When 
all the necessary information has been 
collected, it will be possible to prepare 
a definite programme of immediate con- 
struction and submit it to the local 
authorities and the Ministry of Health.” 

Mr. Greenwood has sent a letter to 
local architects and surveyors, to mem- 
bers of the Nottingham branch of the 
Federation of Master Builders, Builders’ 
Merchants, and Timber Merchants 
stating that in view of the serious housing 
shortage, and of the t handicaps 
under which the building industry is 
struggling to operate, the time has come 
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when practical and comprehensive plans 
should be sponsored by the industry 
itself. It is suggested that schemes 
applicable to each separate main locality 
throughout the country, backed by actua! 
facts and figures, should be prepared for 
immediate submission to local authori- 
ties and, with their approval, to the 
Ministry of Health. 

Mr. Greenwood went on: “ We feel it 
would be interesting to know, now that 
the housing programme has been under 
the direct control of the Ministry of 
Health for two and a half years, what 
the cost to the country is of all council 
houses, complete with land, roads, pub- 
lic services and supervision, as against 
£1,300 for which the private builder is 
expected to provide a house, In 
addition, the Ministry of Health con- 
tracts carry a rise and fall clause in re- 
spect of unforeseen increases in wages 
and cost of materials, but the private 
builder is not allowed these facilities. 
so we contend that the general overall 
production of houses is generally re 
tarded as a consequence.” 


. 


FREE ENTERPRISE AT LUTON 


A SCHEME for the building of 800 
houses in 12 months was announced at 
the Assembly Hall, Luton, on February 
17, when local builders invited the public 
who wanted homes to give support to 
their suggestions. 

The organiser of the meeting, Counci- 
LOR COLIN LARGE, presented the scheme as 
put forward by all builders in Luton, and 
stated that it was their aim to see that 
the housing resources of the industry were 
used to the full. 

The Committee of which he was chair- 
man had sent a questionnaire to local 
builders, and from the information sup- 
plied found that in twelve months 800 
houses could be built with the present 
labour force. Of this number the builders 
were prepared to build 400 Council 
houses and 400 houses under licence for 
sale to the public. There was land within 
the borough, owned by the builders, with 
roads, sewers and services already laid. 
sufficient for 500 houses; in addition, also 
within the borough, there was land for a 
further 1,200 houses. 

The plan put forward by the builders 
was that the Government should agree to 
these houses being of a standard size of 
800 ft. super. Mr. Large pointed out that 
the internal measurements of the house 
would be 18 ft. wide by 22 ft. deep, giving 
a front room of 12 ft. by 11 ft. and a hall 
6 ft. wide. There would be two double 
bedrooms, a single bedroom, bathroom 
and lavatory. The price, including land. 
road and services, would be £1,275. 

A representative of a local building 
society explained the assistance the society 
could give to a prospective purchaser, and 
Mr. Large added that the builders were 
he to retain and let 80 of the 400 

uses built under private licence at rents 
which people could afford to pay. 

Statements were made that already in 
the area there was more than enough 
timber for the 800 houses proposed; the 
necessary number of bricks could be 
supplied within 48 hours, and sufficient 
cement was immediately available. 





Building Guide. 

“ Building as a Career” (London: Sir 
Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd., price 3s. 6d.) 
is a useful guide to the building trades. 
It gives details of clerical appointments, 
prospects, technical education, examina- 
tions and qualifications, and contains 
much practical advice. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Annual Report. 
The annual report of the British Road 
Federation, 4a, —Bloomsbury-square, 


W.C.1, has recently been published. 


Borough Architect Appointed. 

Mr. Sidney Richmond, F.R.1.B.A., 
deputy city architect of Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, has been appointed borough archi- 
tect of West Hartlepool in succession to 
the late Mr. A. Golding, A-R.1.B.A. 


Observations on Parliamentary Bill. 
The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, 12, Great George-street, 
S.W.1, has submitted observations on the 
Requisitioned Land and War Works Bill, 
1947, to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Nationalisation of Gas. 

The British Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, S.W.1, has prepared a report, “ The 
Gas Industry: Facts and Figures,” for 
the use of those interested in the pro- 
posed nationalisation of the industry. 
The policy of the Council - towards 
nationalisation is stated in this report, 
it with a summary of the 
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Calcium Controlled. 

Although stocks of calcium flakes 
exist in this country, the material is con- 
trolled by the Ministry of Food and can- 
not be released for use as an anti- 
freezing agent in concrete. Messrs. 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
Liverpool, announce this in a review of 
work progress on various sites in their 
bulletin, “ Cubitts News,” published on 
January 24. 


Building Trade in Poland. 

On September 1, 1947, the total num- 
ber of manual and white-collar. workers 
in building enterprises employing over 20 
persons was nearly 114,000. The num- 
ber of independent building craftsmen 
working in small firms was estimated to 
be 38,000. The total employment in the 
ope building trade was therefore nearly 


The 114,000 workers were employed ip 
1,200 working units, the average vs pd 
ment being nearly 126 workers. this 
total, 42,000, or 37 per cent., were em- 
ployed by State-controlled enterprises, 
28,000, or 29 per cent., by co-operative 
building societies, 44,000, or 39 per cent., 
by privately owned firms. If the jobbing 
builders are added to private firms, the 
percentage of employment in privately 
owned building enterprises will rise to 
58 per cent. 


Hot Water in Small Houses. 

The British Electrical Development 
Association, 2, Savoy-hill, London, 
W.C.2, has produced a booklet for archi- 
tects, borough surveyors and others con- 
cerned in the installation of water heat- 
ing in new houses, outlining the essential 
Points to be observed in the interests of 
economy of electricity and fuel. These 
are the principles in brief: The hot 
Storage vessel should be effectively insu- 
lated with a 3-in. thickness of approved 
insulating material. All circulation of 
electrically heated water should be 
avoided, whether it be through the 
boiler flow and return piping or through 
towel rails or radiators. The length of 

dead legs,” particularly that to the sink 
‘ap, should be reduced to the minimum. 

Single-pipe” circulation in draw-off or 
vent pipes should be avoided. Airing 
cupboards should not be heated by leav- 
ing part of the hot storage vessel un- 
insulated, 
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Public Health Centenary Exhibition. 

The centenary of the first Public Health 
Act in Britain will be celebrated at 
Olympia, London, from November 15 to 
20, by the revival, for the first time for 
10 years, of the Public Health and Muni- 
cipal Engineering Congress and Exhibi- 
tion. The exhibition has the approval of 
the Minister of Health, who has sanc- 
tioned the payment out of public funds 
of the ae of up to three delegates 
from each locai authority. It will in- 
clude equipment for every branch of 
public service: Water, gas and electricity 
supply; drainage, sewage, street cleans- 
- and refuse disposal; medical, surgi- 
cal and dental services; quarrying, road- 
making, site preparation and municipal 
transport. 


The Building Centre. 
Good progress has been made in the 
st-war re-establishment of the Build- 

ing Centre. After three successive bomb- 

ings which destroyed the old premises 
in New Bond-street and the Grafton 

Galleries, the Centre moved into its pre- 

sent home at 9, Conduit-street, W.1, the 

former headquarters of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects. These pre- 

mises were partially destroyed by a 

further bomb, and the full restoration of 

the building has only just been com- 
pleted. 

Despite these setbacks, the Building 
Centre operated throughout the war, al- 
though its exhibition of materials and 
equipment for buildings was naturally 
very much reduced. Every effort has 
been made to make the exhibition now 
on view as comprehensive as possible. 
A special section has now been formed 
dealing with equipment for schools, the 
section being under the direction of a 
committee of well-known school archi- 
tects. In view of the large-scale school 
building programme which is envisaged, 
this feature should prove of much value 
to those engaged in the design, construc- 
tion and equipment of educational estab- 
lishments. Admission to the Building 
Centre is free, and it is open daily from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 1 p.m.). 
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ENGLAND'S LARGEST GLAZING CONTRACTORS 


TRADE NEWS 


A North-East Coast Office. 

Messrs. Butters Bros. and Co., Ltd, 
opened a new North-East Coast office at 
65, Quayside, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
February 16. 

Precast Concrete Products. 

Messrs. Dow-Mac (Products), Ltd., of 
Tallington, are to increase the capacity 
ot their plant in 1948. The company’s 
research department has introduced 
methods in the manufacture of precast 
concrete which will assist output. 


Plastic Progress. 

The contributions towards national re- 
covery which are being made by Bakelite 
rane including Bakelite Laminated, 

inylite resins and plastics, are ow! 
in “ Bakelite Progress,” a booklet issued 
by Bakelite, Ltd., 18, Grosvenor-gardens, 
London, S.W.1. 


A New Water Tap. 

Messrs. F. H. Bourner and Co. (En- 
gineers), Ltd., Coulton-road, South Croy- 
don, have announced details of their new 
development in water taps, the “ Supa- 
tap.” Constructed entirely from brass 
on modern lines, the chief advantages 
claimed for the “Supatap” are a —_ 
change of washer (30 seconds) wi 
the use of tools and without cutting off 
the water supply or draining system; a 
built-in anti-splash device to ensure a 
smooth, silent jet; a built-in check valve 
which automatically cuts off the water 
when the nozzle is unscrewed. It is 
interchangeable with any standard water 
tap and is supplied in polished brass or 
chromium finish. 


New Range of Vertical Diesel Engines. 

Associated British Oil Engines, Ltd., 
Duke’s-court, 32, Duke-street, St. James's, 
S.W.1, announce a new range of small 
vertical Diesel engines, which come 
within the medium to high speed cate- 
gory and are so designed that the power 
take-off may be at engine speed or at 
half engine speed, thereby extending the 
range of duties to which the engines 
may be applied. These engines, which 
are compact and of light-weight con- 
struction, are desi and produced at 
the Loughborough Works of the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., wy the 
Petter Engine Division, and will be 
known as the Petter “AV” and “BV,” 
the “AV” ranging from three to 10 
b.h.p. and the “BV” from 17 to ‘SO 
b.h.p. At present, only the smaller 
“AV” type is being produced. 


Excavators from U.S.A. 
Mackay Industrial Equipment, Ltd., 
announce the arrival in this country of 
the first Buckeye Cli Model 70,: 
manufactured in Findlay, Ohio, by the 
Buckeye Traction Ditcher Division of 
Gar Wood Industries, Incorporated. The 
Model is a }-yard excavator, and can be 
equipped as a 34-yard shovel with an 18-ft. 
boom and 14-ft. 4-in. dipper stick with 
itive chain crowd, or as a }-yard drag- 
ine with 40-ft. boom, and is also 
vertible into a back-acter, 
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Ana Annual Dinner. 


The first annual dinner of the staff of 
Durafencing, Ltd. 72, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1, was held on February 6, at the 
Ariston Restaurant. Mr. S. Hygate, 
managing director, in the course of a 
short address, traced the remarkable 
growth of the company and paid tribute 
to the members of the staff who had made 
this possible. 


Catalogue of Doors. 

A new catalogue issued by Bryce, 
White and Co., Ltd., Deseronto Wharf, 
Langley, Slough, Bucks, illustrates a wide 
range of Brycite doors, both of tradi- 
tional patterns and sizes and made to 
British Standard Specification. The cata- 
logue contains a list of quantities of 
timber and plywood required for each 
pattern and size of door, to assist in 
making applications for timber licences. 


Stores Organisation, Pakistan. 

The High Commissioner for Pakistan 
in London has set up a supply and stores 
organisation for the supply of require- 
ments of the Government of Pakistan 
from the United Kingdom, and, where 
necessary, from other European coun- 
tries. All Pakistan Government require- 
ments will be dealt with by this organisa- 
tion, and no other agency is empowered 
to act on behalf of the Government of 
Pakistan. Manufacturers who wish to be 
invited to tender for such requirements 
are requested to send particulars of the 
range of their ao to the Supply 
Commissioner, Office of the High Com- 
missioner for Pakistan, 15-16, Fitz- 

street, London, W.1. 


Stress-Grading of Timber. 

The Timber Development Association, 
75, Cannon-street, E.C.4, reports success- 
ful results with its experiments to deter- 
mine the strength of timber. The 
stress-grading of timber, a modern 
development, is a method of predicting 
the strength of wood by merely looking 
at it and by making a few simple 
measurements. Extensive tests made 
during the past years to ascertain the 
effect of knots, slope of grain and other 
natural characteristics on the strength 
properties of wood provided sufficient 
information to make possible the formu- 
lation of definite grading rules for 
determining the strength of timber by 
selection, according to the sizes and posi- 
tion of knots, slope of grain, etc. The 
Association has already carried out stress- 
grading both experimentally and for 
actual constructional work. 


Steel Manufactures for Export. 


Messrs, Henry Hope & Sons, Ltd., 17, 
Berners-st., W.1, have issued two new 
leaflets, “Hope’s Standard Lavatory 
Cubicles,” and “ Hope's Steel-plate Doors 
and Windows.” The cubicles, which are 
made from pressed steel, are designed for 
maximum rigidity with a minimum of 
dust-collecting edges, and it is claimed 
that fixing is rapid and simple, Fittings 
are shown in half full size. The steel- 
plate doors and windows are specially 
designed for protection of property. In 
all cases the outer surface of the door is 
completely flush, while the inner has 

i panels. The doors are hung on 
sherardised steel linings and fitted with 
sherardised steel latches, as are the win- 
dows. The windows open inwards, but 
can be made to open outwards when re- 
quired. Both windows and doors are 
primarily designed for native quarters 
Overseas, but are available for the home 
market, as are the lavatory cubicles. 


THE BUILDER 


Handbook on Use of Copper. 


A well-produced handbook entitled 
“ Cop Feakinns and Weatherings” 
has n published by the Copper 
Development Association, Kendals Hall, 
Radlett, Herts, and will be issued free 
to any applicant with professional or 
trade interest. It gives essentially prac- 
tical details of the manner in which 
copper sheet and strips are used for 
flashings and weatherings, and offers the 
services of the Association’s technical 
staff, free of any obligation, in dealing 
with any aspect of the use of copper in 
building. 


New Building Board. 


Messrs. Stramit Boards, Ltd., Great 
Eastern Works, Creeting-road, Stow- 
market, Suffolk, are producing a new 
type of building board, made under 
licence from the Swedish inventors. 
The boards are composed of highly com- 
pressed straw with a paper covering glued 
to each face. They are made 2 in. 
thick, 4 ft. wide and to any required 
length, and can be supplied either with 
untreated brown paper or bitumen-im- 
pregnated paper facing. The faces and 
edges are straight and smooth and they 
are intended to be used either with direct 
decoration with paint or wallpaper, or 
with a plaster finish applied after strip- 
ping the paper from the face. 


New Versatile Bench Saw. 


The demand for a bench saw that 
would meet the manifold requirements of 
the building, . woodworking, pattern- 
making and engineering industries has 
recently had the attention of Wm. 
Dibben and Sons, Ltd, builders’ 
merchants and general engineers, of 
Southampton. As a result they have 
produced the “Steadfast” Bench Saw 
which they claim can be used for cutting, 
mitring, bevelling, grooving, dadoing, 
sanding, etc., and when fitted with an 
abrasive wheel will cut sheet metal, tiles 
and asbestos cement. The capital outlay 
on this portable machine is reasonable, 
and running costs are low. The safety 
of the operator is ensured by means of 
a kick-back hand guard and below-table 
saw guard. There are three models—a 
10-in. and 7-in., with tilting table, and a 
10-in. fixed table.. A leaflet illustrating 
these models can be obtained on request 
from 76, St. Mary’s-road, Southampton. 
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Aluminium Specifications. 

A new version of the booklet “ Speci- 
fications for Aluminium and Aluminium 
Alloy Products” has just been issued by 
the Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., Wel- 
lington House, Lancaster-place, London, 
W.C.2. Since the last issue appeared in 
1943 there have been many changes, both 
in specifications and in te soggy names. 
This new version incl “Group 6, 
Aluminium and its Alloys” of the 
BS/STA7 Services Schedule. which was 
first issued in May, 1945. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Alterations and additions proposed 
for D. C. Thomson & Co., Ltd., Port Dundas, 
for which the architect is T. L. Gray, 7, Ward- 
rd., Dundee. 

Glasgow.—New offices and steres at Crooks- 
ton-rd., for which the architect is A. Mathieson, 
85, Tannadyce-ave., Cardonald.—Extensions at 
South-st. to be carried out by the Blythswood 
Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. 

Glasgow.—New school buildings at Langton- 
rd., for which the architect is John MacNab, 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow. . 

Uddi —Plans in hand for houses is 
blocks, for which the architects are Burnet & 
Boston, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open wil¥ 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. T 
with an asterisk are advertised in thie number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tendere; a er (t? 
denotes closing date for applications; name 
and address at the end refer to the persom 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 
* Denotes accepted. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 25. 
t*Bromiey 1T.C.—Repairs to houses at Tur- 
pington-la, and Link-way. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
t* North C.B.—42 houses at Dallington 
pe estate. ©. E. Vivian Rowe, T.C. Pp 


FEBRUARY 2. ; 
t*Somerset ©.C.—First phase of construction 
of proposed new junior school, Wellsprings, 
be ge R. O Harris (F.), County A. Dep. 


FEBRUARY 27. 
C.C.—Alteration and con- 
version of Stonepound House, Hassocks, into 
remand home. . A. Verger (F.), County A., 
County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by March 2. 


FEBRUARY 28. 
t*Bristol T.C.—Reconstruction of cell-block 
under site of Criminal Court, together witb 
construction of permanent dock, etc., at Assize 
Courts, Guildhall. J, Nelson Meredith (F.). 
tity A., a House, Colston-ave., Bristel 1. 


p. £2 2s. 

t+tHawarden R.D.C.—4 Airey houses at Mar- 
ford, nr. Wrexham. Architect and 8., Counci? 
Offices, Tenders by —_ 16. 


AR 1. 
er Bay T.C.—8 houses at Mochdre. B.E. 


and 8. 

E U.D.C.—4 pairs of houses at Centre 
Close. 6. Hiscott, C., Council Offices, 91, High- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 


Wakefield T.6.—Dining hall and servery at 
Baapethorpe County Boose dary school. City EB. 


ep. 

Wanstead and Woodford T.0.—Garage ané@ 
workshop at Horn-la. depot, Woodford Green. 
B.B. and 8. Dep. £3. 

Wimborne and R.D.C.—3 pairs of 
houses at Hinton Martell. Crickmay and Sons. 
ye apap 23, St. Thomas-st., Weymouth. Dep. 


t*East 


MARCH 2. 
Ossett T.C.—38 Airey houses with appurte 
nant works at Headlands site. B.S. 
MARCH 3. 
*Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Site works 
and 4 Airey houses. Walter Rodman and 
Le 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. 


MARCH 5. 
+*Angiesey £.C. — Erection of County 
Secondary School at Amlwch. E. O. Humphreys 


=. ae’ 
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cL County <A., Shire Hall, Liangefni, 
Angiesey. 

‘ wost Sussex ©.C.—Erection and completion 
of prefabricated hutting to provide County 


Library at a No. 169). F. BR. Steele 
(F.), County A unty Hall, Chichester 


MARCH 6, 

Bournemouth T.C.—200 — + igual at 
various Feng row é Dep. = bo 

Orpington ceaizs an coration to 
houses at Churchfields, Westerham-rd., Leaves 
Green. Valuation and Estates Officer, The 
Priory, Church Hill. Dep. £2 2s. 

Salford T.C,—Additions and alterations at 
North Salford Secondary Modern School for 
Boys. City E. Dep. £5 5s. 

Salford ¥.C.—Additions and alterations at 
Woodbine-street Church as annexe to Royal 
Technical College. City E. Dep. £2 2s 

*Stepney B.C.—Repairs to premises at Elder- 
> Solebay-st., Tomlin-terr., and Waliwood-st. 

hief Tec bnical Officer for War Damage, 191-3. 
Co mmercial-rd.. E.l. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH “ 

er .C.—46 houses at Nunsthorpe. J. V. 
Oldfield Inst.C.E., Municipal Offices. Town 
Hall-sq. Dep. £5. 

“Guernsey, c. J. —6, houses at Grande Maisons- 
rd., St. Sampon’s. F. Lainé, States E., States 
Office. Guernsey. a £1. 

*Watford R.D.C.—8 houses (type C.1) near 
‘Willow-way, Radlett. Council Offices, Wyngard 
House. Langley-rd., Watford. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 13. 
U.D.C.—-12 houses at Tye Common- 


“Billerica 
F.LA.S., 8.. Council 


rd H. . Mayhew, 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 15. 
Chippenham __ T.C. w dwellings at 
“ Derriads,” with ssible addition of 6 dwell- 
ings adjoining Ladyfield-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 16. 
Ryde ¥.C.—Erection of Information Bureau 


and Superintendent’s Office at Western 
¥splanade-gdns. B.S., 5, Lind-st. 

MARCH 17. 
"Exeter 7.6. — Erection of Summerway 
Primary School, Pinhoe-rd. estate. City Treas. 


Dep. £2 2a. 

‘Huntingdon R.D.C.—6 pairs of Airey houses 
at Sawtry. W. Midwood, C., Montagu House, 
Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

"Tunbridge Wells B8.C.—(a) 18 houses at 
Eridge-rd. estate, and (b) 6 houses at Clifton- 
rd. H. P. Bishop, B.S. and Water E., Town 
Hall. Dep. £3 3s. for (a) and £1 1s. for (b). 


MARCH 19. 
Hoddesdon U.D.C.—12 houses at 
estate. E. and e > peat, £3 3s. 
srection of Valley-rd. 
 Schoal and kitchen dining 
Mowbray-villas. 


Forres 


Sunderland 
Primary fnfants: 
room. «Education Architect, 
Ryhope-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Sunderland €.C.—Erection of Springwell 
Primary Junior School and kitchen dining 
room. Ed. Architect, ae Villas, Ryhope- 
rd.. Sunderland. Dep. £ 


MA wat - 
Wexford B.C.—74 houses at Slippery Green 
J. J. Byrne, T.C.. Town Hall. Dep. £10 103 


MARCH 22. 

Luten 7.C.—Primary sub-station building 
and laying of extension to concrete access road 
at Sundon switching station, Chalton Village, 
Beds. Boro’ B.E.. St. Mary’s-rd.. Luton. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MARCH 24 
Wandsworth B.C.—Repairs to Nos. 16, 20, 22, 
4 and 28, Shoreham-st. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s 


MARCH 26. 
__ bandonderry T.C.—82 houses with’ external 
vices and "sts works at Academy-rd. 
venson and Son, Quantity Surveyors, 71, Gt: 


vi tories st., ae Dep. £5. #28: 
RCH 31. : 
Shoreditch 8.0 Erection of _one-storey 
public wagh- ie addition at Haggerston 


Bathe. A. and 8., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s 
NO DATE. 

Wednesbury T.C.—40 bungalows at re la.— 
Uid Park-rd. estate ; 20 houses at Hobs-rd.—Crew- 
rd. estate; 8 houses at Dale-st. estate. A 
Booth (F.), Boro’ A.. Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
a, ETC. 


Derbys. ©.6.—Com 

‘ ay oi seunty . (Materia) 

3 Ube ied B Uitaterials). 
8 als 

Shrewsbury T. ee 0 = Mairi 


Boro’ ! 


Mansfield T.C. _B a 
Whittlesiey U.D. vs eas 


MARCH 
oriertey Hilt U.D.C.—E. ’ 
Cieethorpes T.C.—B.E. Cntorisies “ageyeeaes 
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BUILDER PRICES. 


Asbestos Cement. 

The Minister of Works has authorised an 
increase of 5 per cent. in the maximum prices 
of asbestos cement products, 
from February 9. 


taking effect 


This follows increases in 
particularly of asbestos fibre, cement, 


transport and wages since prices were reduced 
in December, 1946. 


Plasterboard, 


The Minister of Works has approved an 
increase of 4d. per square yard in the maxi- 
mum selling price of wall 
account 


board and base- 
of higher 
costs, mainly an increase in the price of 


production 


This takes effect as fronr February 9. 


Clay Roofing Tiles. 

The’ Minister of Works has authorised to 
associations of producers of clay roofing 
tiles and fittings 
selling prices ranging from 43 to 74 per cent. 
on current prices. 
operate from February 16, follow the further 
rise in the cost of fuel on January 1 and 
the introduction of the 44-hour week. 


increases in 


The increases, 


maximum 


which 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 1. 
Cheimsford 
6 miles of og pipe sewers with man 
holes, etc., Great 
Lemon and iizard, 25, Victoria-st., 
ster, 8.W.1. eee 5s. 
Chesterfield D.c.— 


Killemarsh estate. 
sy Chesterfield. he 22 2s. 
construction and maintenance of 

pipe sewers, spun-iron pumping main, 

station, etc.. at Bembridge. 

Blizard, Castle-la.,  eemecupeesst: Dep. £5 5s. 
(payable to . DC). 


Kensington sauaiee 0. 2. Water E., 5, Dale- 
st. Dep. £3 3s. 


ae T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


reservoirs. C 
“Ww U.D.6.—Drainage of Ransom-rd. 


and Haugh-la 
Gimgon, 6  Millstone-ls. ., Leicester. 


MARCH 3. 








Dewsbury C.B.—B.E. 
Macclesfield T.C.—B.P. 
Sevenoaks U.D.C.—E. and 8. 
Wembiey T.C0.—B.E. 


(Materials). 


(Materials). 
(Materials). 
and S. (Materials) 


MARCH 4, 
Gloucester ¥.C.—City S. (Materials). 
MARCH 65. 


“Hertford 


T.C.—External painting, 


Public Library. 


Bath T,.C.—City E. (Materials), 


B.S. 


MARCH 6. 


etc., of 


Beds. C.C.—County S. (Materials). 
*Birmingham Estates Dept.—Repainting ex- 


ternal 
several 


ham, 3. 


woodwork, 


municipal 


Bury C.B. 


Moriey 


houses. 


MAR 
Dukinfield T.C.—B.E. 
Wednesfield U.D.C.—E. 


T.C. 


—B.E, 
B.E. 


etc., 


estates. 


of 6,072 houses on 


é Wallace Smit» 
General Manager, 19-29. Summer-row, Birmitg- 


and 8S. (Materials). 
(Materials). 
Tiverton R.D.C.—External 
Housing Manager, The Great House, 
1, St. Peter-st. 


Widnes T.C.—B.E. and S. 


ainting 


MARCH 12, 
Coventry T.C.—City E. and 8. 


paAnee 
Leigh T.C.—B.E. and § 


Masstes v. D. DS. a. (Materials). 


of 182 


CH 8, 
and 8. (Materials). 
and 8. (Materials). 


(Materials) 


13. 
. (Materials). 
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Gloucester T.C.—9 miles of 16-in., pon a 
6-in. and 4-in. dia. spun- = Ms and 


etc. City 8. and Water E. 

H U.D.C.—Sewage pty = 
A. P. eoteeat and Son, = : Tee 
minster, 8.W.1. ieee £3 3 

~ MARCH 


Mitcham T.C. — Site as on ee 


Lodge housing estate, Commonside East. 
and §. 


MARCH 6. — 
Esher U. D.€.—Surface dressing of roads. E. 


and 8. 
Felixstowe U. na Bs oe Leg —— (second 
meee | ey No. 4. E, a8 De . £2 Qs. 
D.C.—1,827 ds. a Pom * asbestos 
oa, cam mains, Ives, etc., at Walton. 
Sandford, Fawcett ak Partners, 63, Victoria- 
st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s 


MARCH 8. 
Birkenhead T.C.—Laying of cast-iron and 
steel mains, etc., at Ruthin and Mold. Water 


E., 60, Borough-rd Dep. £3 3s. 
Farnworth 1.0.-Surface dressing of roads. 
B. ss and,58. 


iy U.D.C.—Sewers, etc., and demoli- 
tion of existing disposal works and —- 
tion of new works at Crantock. BE. and S. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 
Biean R. D..1. 26 “yds. of 4-in. 
iron water main. Miles, Building 8., Gouneil 
Offices, Old Dover- nehe Canterbury. 


MARCH 16. 
Pembroke R.D.C.—Provision, laying and 
jointing of about 94 miles of 3in. spun-iron 
etc., in various parishes. J. Owen Parry 


wer bowls. Ammanford. 25 
MARCH 
Newport ¢.8, Construction of = 
works. B.E. Dep. £5 5s 
MARCH 2. : 
R.D.C.—Site preparation works at 


Hertford 
_—- C., 20, Castle-st., Hertford. Dep. 


RCH 22. 
Chesterton R.D. iy A orks of sewerage in two 
contracts in various parishes. Willcox, Raikes 


and Marshall, 33 — Charles-st., Birmingham 3. 
Dep. £10 10s. 
* APRIL %. 
up various streets 


Notts C.C.—Making 
County S. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 

Barnes.— FiL.sts.— Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
to submit to T.C. revised scheme for develop- 
ment of 127-137, Castelnau. It is probable that 
working-class flats will be erected. Messrs. 
Cluttons are the surveyors Jo the Com- 
acon Resvui.pt Of houses, 2-10 
— Resvn. ia —_ ou , 
Ewhurst-rd. proposed. hitects are Higgins 

and san ae ge Finebury pavement, E. 
Catford.— a ed for rebuilding Nos. 
104-110, Seimorthy: Architect—W. Oy 

White (A senpproved or rebel 8. 
shops and flats at xioedewn-es 
Architect—W. las Pwhite ne 


for 


ca Nos. 2 
45 to 53 (odd), vette Boa 


‘Pulham.—Hovstse vor Acrp.—B.C. 
Nos. 2 to 22 Racionrrd for tate Anselm-rd. and 
ie for elderly 


Mitcpam-a.Straina 
0, sites 


Hous ny 


crushed to prepare tentative sc 





R.D.6.—Constraction of approx. 
and Little Waltham. 
estmin 

— and sewers at 
ral Council House. 

of Wight R.D.C.—Sewerage works and 
stoneware 


@—Repeir of war damage at 


Wantage ee reinforced concrete 


sites. Pick, Everard, Keay and 
Dep. £2 2s. 





































































































Greenwich. -— Stores RBuitpinc.— Alpha En- 

gineering Company, Perseverance House, Wool- 
Wich-rd., propose stores building at their 
premises 


Greenwich.—Hosrita, Reixstaremext.—it is 
proposed to reinstate the north-west corner of 
the main building of the Dreadnought Hospital, 
Romney-rd. 


HMampstead.—Hovsixc. —L.C.C. are consider- 
ing acquisition of following sites for housing 


avers: 1-14 (cons.) and 29-49 (cons.), St. 
ohn’s ee. 64-82 (even), Finchley-rd. ; 
2, Boundary- 


Marrow.—Factory Extension.—Adams_ Bros. 
and Burnley, LAd., to apply for licence to extend 
factory, etc., Elmsgrove-rd. 


—Resvitpine.—Of 52, Winn-rd. Plans by 
Eley and Richard, 83-85, Powis-st., Woolwich. 
Lewisham, -——Coxversiox.— Into flats, 2. 


Medusa-rd. Plans by G. T. Harman (A.), a, 
Lewisham High-st., 8.£.13. 
wark.—Liszary.—B.C. have approved 
scheme for replanning central library in Wal- 
worth-rd. at £2,400. 
Wandsworth.—Day Nuxsery. - M.O.H. has 
approved scheme for conversion of gas decon- 
tamination centre, rear of 23, Weir-rd., for day 


norsery puposes. 
Wandsworth.—Hovsrs.—Messrs. Wates, Ltd., 
are to erect 6 perm. prefabricated houses, 


Carlton-dr. 
Wandsworth.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. has approved 
proposed development by B.C. of Chetwode-rd. 
site by erection of 10 blocks of flats. Mr. R. G. 
Covell, ¥.R.IB.A.. 5, Mitchell-rd.. S.W.19. 1 
the architect. 

Wandsworth.—Hovusixc.—L.C.C. has approved 
proposed development of following sites by 
—— of blocks of flats to plans submitted 

y Borowgh Architect: 23-29, Lambourne-rd. ; 
. Orlandord.; 9-29, Lessar-ave. ; 63-67. 
Babington-rd. ; 37-45, Crockerton-rd.; 30-34, 
Henderson-rd.; 16-17, Baskerville-rd.; 25-27, 
Baskerville-rd. ; 7-9, Keswick-rd.; 3, Mercier-rd. ; 


26-32, Oxford-rd. 

Weed Green.—Extensions.—Plans approved 
for extensions to Northampton Works, Watson- 
rd. Architect is C. E,. Owen Ward (L.), Mid- 


land Bank-chbrs., N.13 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aiston.—Alterations and additions to be made 
te Cottage Hospital. Plans by Graham & Roy, 
6, ogee ah Carlisle. 

Ash .—T.C. propose day nursery 
ai junction of 7S ae st. and Earle-st. 

a it nary layouts to be pre- 

ared for 24 houses at Cuddington and 24 at 

enton for R.D.C. 


Banger (N. Wales).—T.C. propose develop- 
meat of Hirael clearance area for houses. 
.—Miners’ Welfare Commission, Ash- 
ley House, Ashtead, Surrey, pro pithead 
baths at Wharncliffe Woodmoor arg Carl- 
We G. C. i Fd, architect, 3, Old Queen- 
London, 

‘path. LO E. anal viene for Fosseway 
Junior and Infants’ school at £72,000. Archi- 
—, Tew (A.), 7, Northumberland-bidgs., 

a 


Berkewell.—Berkswel] and District branch of 
British Legion received sanction of M.O.W. to 
erect new headquarters. 

Bournemouth.—Museum and Art Gallery Com- 
mittee approved reinstatement and repairs to 
Art Gallery. Plans by W. Dacombe & Sons, 
Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Boscombe, Bournemouth. 

Bournemouth.— Alterations and extensions 
progeset to garage premises at Malmesbury 

ark-rd. and Bennett-rd. for Levett Motors, 
Ltd. Plans by Collins & Geens, Regent-chbrs., 
Westover-rd. rnemouth. 

Grigheuse.—T.C. approved :—Garage at Cliffe- 
rd. for Smith, Parkineon & Co., Ltd.; structural 
alterations at Prince Albert Inn, Prince 
Wales Inn and Malt Shovel Inn for Samuel 
Webster & Sons, Ltd., 57, Northgate-st., Halifax. 

Burniey.—T.C. approved factory at Harling- 
“yg White- st., Rosegrove, Harling & Todd, 


Alderman’s-hill, 


Surnley.—T.C. propose:—Houses at Lane 
Head and Eastern-ave. sites; alterations to 
buildings at St. Nicholas’-st. for conversion 
into age ee municipal offices at. £12,950. 

—Board of Management of Bury In- 
srmary. Walmersiey-1d.. propose 16 additional 
yp or pateraity and surgical wards. 

.—T.C. approved :—Garage at Derby-st., 
Man for James Kenyon & Sons, Ltd.; RC. 
Authorities of St. Mary’s R.C. Schools propose 
secondary school—T.C, propose crematorium 
on selected site. 

Cartisle.—Milk Marketing Board, London, 
propose grass-drving plant at Blencogo. 

Cheimsford.—Wenley, Ltd.. propose to rebuild 
showrooms and offices at High- st. Plans by 
RK. R. Collister (A.), 6, London-rd., Chelmsford. 

Chester. E..C. propose development of portion 
of Baton Park for educational purposes. 

Chesterfieild.—Derbys. C.C. approved 3 class- 
rooms and aeety at Tupton Hall Grammar 


schoo] at £9. 

—R.D.C. to apply to M.H. for 
sanction to proceed with 110 additional houses 
at Grassmoor, Killamarsh and 

—Essex E.C. approved sketch plans 
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for proposed rep School for Girls, for 
submission ia ce and M. of E., at £79,850. 

Coventry C. propose completion of 
houses’ on on the bad estate. 

.—Plans prepared by Rolf Hellberg 
a ), 13, Queen Victoria-rd., Coventry, for nine- 
storey Moke of flats, etc., at Brandon Woods 
estate. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose alterations at 
Keresley Grange for conversion into children’s 
home at £15,206. 

Cramiington (Northumbert — Northern 
Divisional Coal Board, Newcastle-on- Tyne, to 
erect premises at Lamb Pit, Cramlington, for 
instruction of mining trainees. 

Cumberiand.—C.C. to proceed with the erec- 
tion ef secondary school at Lairthwaite, Kes- 
wick. Plans are by County A., 4, Alfred-st. 
North, Carlisle. : ; 

Ourham.—Durham Methodist Circuit planning 
church between Sunderland-rd. and Sherburn- 
rd. 

Eastbourne.—Alterations and improvements 
proposed to premises at 46-50, South-st. Archi- 
tects are Benz & Williams, 53, Gildredge- rd., 
Eastbourne. : 

Eastbourne.—C. J. Vincent propases to rebuild 
as engineering works, offices, etc., at 65a, 
Susans-rd. Plans by Owen, Joynt & Partners, 
28, Gildredge-rd.. Eastbourne. 

Filey.— East Riding C.C. propose fire station 
at Station-rd. 

Great Harwood.—U.1).C. propose 100 houses 
at Waverledge housing site and 12 houses for 
miners and agricultural workers. 

Gwyrfai.—R.D.C. pro} development of 
about 5-acre site for at Caernarvon- 
Lilanllyfni-rd., Lianllyfni. 

Harti .—T.C. to erect two-storey flats at 
Volilum’s Buildings area. : 

Harvilis Hawthorn (Staffs).—William Butler 
& Co., Ltd., Springfield Brewery, Wolverhamp- 
ton, to rebuild 2 2 uh Cottage ” public-house. 
Plans by ilimore, 8, Newhall-st.. 
Setickink 

Hilmorton (Wars.).—Dairy, bottling store. 
stores, etc., at School-st., for W. A. C. Bridge- 
man, 28, The Kent, Lower Hilmorton. Plans 
by Franklin Newman & Press, 20, Regent-pl., 


ouses 


Rugby. 
Kei .—-E.C. propose Technical Secondary 
sch for mixed scholars; alterations and rod 


tensions to school at Oxenhope at £28,000; 
pee and developing open-air school om 

ae at £19471, E. G. Felgate (A.), 

26, Collpge-st. 

" ssidgsenen toni of Management of 
Ancoats Hospital and Ardwick and Ancoats 
Dispensary propose extensions to hospital at 
Mill-st., Ancoats (Thomas Worthington & Sons 
(FF.), architects. 178, Oxford-rd., Choriton- 
upon-Medlock).—T.O. approved :-—Alterations 
and additions to stores, 640 and 642, Stockport- 
rd., Longsight, for Manchester and Salford 
Equitable Co-operative Society, Ltd., Downing- 
st.. Ardwick; alterations and additions at 
Butler-st. cinema, |Ancoats, for Marks Cirenit 
Cinemas (P. Ca mings ‘(F.), architect, 16, 
Oxford-rd.). 


WOOD BLOCK 
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Repairs to and re-surfacing 
existing flooring by machines. 
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Manchester. wer 
centre off Ro =e cle, for Mechel = 
tory and i ng rx hwy 
for M. Landau ea light 


clothing factory *. pee ng Cheetha 
for Alda Clothing Works; rebuilding annexe 4 
ewan hotel, me Wenn and Mg or Lowe: 
rum ‘or er omfra, 
a rewecy, ae New-rd Sartes — 
approved :— ~m 
Bae om 2 rd. and Paston- ay. Ww 
Bennett (Spare Parts), Ltd. (G. —", ne ?. 
architect, 50, Barnfield-rd.. Davenport, 
yort); additions to factory at Nutetord na 
ee i: ae for Lloyds Sage: A Warehouses, 
Fairhurst & Son (FF.), architects. 
ja Sg 55, Brown-st.); additions. 
Hendham Vale Works, Blackley, for Small & 


Parkes, Ltd. (H. 8. Fairhurst & Son (FF). 
architects, Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st.) ; 
at Gibbon- st., Bradford. ~ 


ditions to factory at 
¥. C. Calvert & Co., Lid. (A. Maynard, archi- 
tect, 169, Woodsmoor-la., Davenport, Stockport). 
Melton (E. Yorks). Synthetic Chemicais. 
South elas np h epees. factory 
omestic science block, including 
vacueal’t Eeaaieer and laundry, is to be built 
at Benton by Northern Counties Training (Co}- 
lege. Plans by po & Child, Trinity-bidgs.. 


New Bridge-st. ewcast. 
Newcastle tame, —T.C. a pproved :—Modet 
bakery at Lower ishossoin” for Silverdale 
-_—, Society, Ltd. (Hollins, Jones & 
— (F. & A.), architects, Lloyds Bank- 
5 canteen and kitchen’ at Glasshouse 
Oaif tery, Chesterton (Wood, Goldstraw & 
Yorath (F. & A.), architects, Victoria-chbrs.. 
Station-rd., Tunstall Stoke-on-Trent). 
N ».C. propose schools 
Lynemouth and Morpeth. Plans by County A 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Oldham.—T.C. propose 250 additional houses 
at Limeside estate, Limehurst; additiona] build- 
ings for extensions to schools at £50,000; altera- 
tions to form new office block and installation 
of lift in Education Offices. Union-st. West.— 
T.C. approved :—Workers’ day nurserr at Hart- 
ford House, Grange-ave., for Belgrave Mills 
Co., Ltd.; workers’ day nursery, Acre House, 
Derker-st., for James reaves, Lid.; workers” 

hostel, *“Holmieigh,” Windsor- rd., “tor Wye 
— Go., Lid.; canteen and office, ‘Royal Miils 


a 


ge W. Keieser & Son, Beacon Motor 
Garage, sada propose new works at 


Foundry Field 
Peterborough.—British Braids, Ltd., eonsider- 
ing schemes for extension of premises at 


Burton-st. id tai es tee 

Plymouth.— iss Daisy oles pro 4 
rebuild 910, Osborne-pl., The Hoe. lans b 
Ernest Ashworth, Headland Villas, North Hill. 
Plymouth. 

Plymouth.—Plans approved by City Council :— 
School kitchen and —, -room at College-rd. 
school, College-rd., Ford, P oe Corporation - 
rebuilding St. Boniface R.C. schoo’ il-st.. 
Chapel of R.C. Cathedral of Notre Dame; 
school kitchen and dining-room, Camel’s Head 
school, Wolseley-rd., Plymouth Corporation ; 
factory, Cattedown-rd. and Home Sweet Home- 
ter., Briggs & Co., Ltd.; reconstraction of 
St. Peter's Mission Church, Saltash- -passage. 
Wolseley-rd., St. hiface ‘Parochial Church 
Council ; rebuilding ‘ * Britannia Inn” _- 
house, Milehouse, Octagon Brewery, Lt 

Piymouth.—Huxham & Co., opose to build 
large warehouse and stores at Sutton-rd. Plans 
by A. S. Parker & Allen, 1, St. Andrew’s-st.. 


Plymouth. 

Portsmouth.—F. W. Woolworth & ©o., Ltd.. 
1, Old Bond-st., W.1, contemplate rebuilding 
branch premises at Commercial-rd., Landport. 
nag by staff architect, W. A. Sherringtow 


Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to erect 166 houses 
at Oakland site to plans by U.D.O0. Architect 
Rainford.—Lancs C.C. propose alterations at 
Rainford Hall for Fh ei into residentiat 
nursery at £7,650. Noel Hill (F.), County A. 
County Offices, Picnerens: hill, Preston. 
Reading.— —E.C. to acquire site at Whitley 
Wo@ds for proposed Mid-South Secondary Girls” 
school. Plans by C. H. A. Willett (L.), Town 
Hall, 90 Py 


Rochdale. approved :—Additions at 
Arrow Mill, Queensway, for Courtanlds, Ltd. : 
additions to werks, Woodbine-st.. for Fetliney 
Bros., Ltd.; extensions to works, 3%, Man- 
chester-rd., ‘for Highams, Ltd.; e¢hurch at 
Milnrow-rd. for Rev. T. J. Brady. 

Rotherham.—T.C. propose additional houses 


at East Herringthorpe, Thorpe and Blackburn 
housing estates at == 

Rotherham.—T.C. pproved : :-—Additions to 
works at Ridge-rd. for R Rotherham Rediffusio “~ 
Services, Lid.; extensions to works at Gr: 
Mill-la. for the British Electro Metallurgica! 
Co., Ltd.; alterations and additions at Don- 
caster-gate for Rotherham Hospital Board of 
Management ; alterations at Crown hotel, Moor 
gate-st., for Samuel Smith’s Old Brewery (Tad- 
caster), Ltd.; alterations to works, Armer-st.. 
for the British Oxygen Co., Lid —T.C. ‘opose 
100 alumifinm houses at Brinsworth sine 
estate at £150,000. 
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Rushden.—U.D.C. approved canteen to works 
at Portland-rd, for Hawkes, Ltd.; canteen to 
works, Halfway, Sanders & Sanders. 


St. Athans.—Plans being prepared for exten- 
Loreto Col 


sions at lege, 104, Hatfield-rd., for 
the Governors. 

$alford.—T.C. p :—Swimming baths at 
Great Clowes-st.. roughton; extensions to 
municipal scheul, ent-rd.—T.C. approved 
works extensions at Brighouse-st., Pendleton, 
for R. Robertson & Sons, 

Stockport. — T.C. approved ; — Workshops, 
storage, etc., at Greg: st. Reddish, Contractors 


(Manchester), Ltd., Clarence-st., Manchester 
-alterations to soehe at Higher Hillgate for 
Christy & Co., Lid.; extensions to works, New- 
bridge-la., for Pickerings Produce Canners, Ltd. 
Stretford. —T.C. propose > premises 98 
and 100, Talbot-rd. for hoste 

Tottington.—Lancs E.C. propose health centre 
at Laurel-st. 

Waterfoot. — Licensing Justices approved 
structural alterations at Commercial hotel for 
Massey’s Burnley Brewery, Ltd., Bridge End 
Brewery, Burnley. 

West Bromwich.—Warehouse, etc., proposed 
at Winkle-st. for Horace Billingham & Sons. 
Lid., 393-39, High-st. Plans by A. J. Russell 
Green, Queen’s-chbrs., 214, High-st., West 
Bromwich. P UDC 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. 
site at Hill Heads. ; ; 

Willeshorough (Kent).—Committee of Willes- 
borough District Hospital to carry out 

alterations and additions. Plans by 8S. H. 
Loweth (F.), Springfield, Maidstone. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 
: Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
{ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 


to lay out industrial 


Acton.—Rebuilding houses at 47-51, The 
Avenue, 39, First-avy., 39, Lexden-rd., and eo 
Perryn-rd., for B.C.: *Alec. A — " Ltd., 

.- Hill-rd., Acton, W.3, £18 


inwick.—Further 12 houses oh U.D.C. : aa 
Bn Warkworth (six); *Tully & Son, 

houses (six). 
Birmi 
rd., for 


m.—New premises, etc., at Chester- 
arsh & Baxter, Ltd., Brierley Hill, 
Staffs. Samuel N. Cooke & Partners, Sun- 
bldgs., Bennetts-hill, Birmingham, architects : 
T. W. Edwards & Son, Stourbridge, Worcs. 
Bridgnorth.—50 Orlit houses at Highley, for 
U.D.C.: “Larsiag, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £66,095 
subject to final approval of M.H.). 
Bristol.—Proposed Ashton Vale Primary and 
Junior school, for E.C. J. Nelson Meredith 
(F.), City A., Ka gie House, Colston-av., Bristol: 
Benson Bros. (Bristol), Ltd., 117, Ashley 
Down-rd., Bristol, £49,750. 
Chanctonbury.12 houses at Coldwaltham 
new site, for R.D.C.: *W. J. White & Son, 
Littlehampton, £16,993 (approved by M.H.). 
Cheadle, Staffs.—Completion of 16 houses, 
roads and sewers at Blythe prides site, for 
K.D.C. J. W. Burton, §.: * ompkinson 
Goodwin, Ltd., White Lodge, Adamthwaite-dr., 
Blythe Bridge. Stoke-on-Trent, £23,992. 
Chingford (Essex).— Rebuilding houses at 88- 
4, Hall-la. Marcus Leaver & Co., architects, 
46, Brook-st., W.1: *F. H. Wiffen, li, Westland- 
parade, Hornchurch-rd.. Romford, Essex. 
Cumberiand.—Seven ‘rural police stations and 
four houses, for C.C. J. H. srangnee. County 
\.. 4, Alfred-st. North, Carlisle ; *Norwest Con- 
-truction Co., Ltd., Liverpool. 
Dariaston.—18 houses at Rough Hay, for 
U.D.C.: *Seaman Bros., Darlaston, £21,645. 
Deptford.—Reconstruction of premises at 29- 
3, Faweett-rd., for Eley & Allen, 83-85, Powis- 
Woolwich, $.E.18: 3. Tyler & Sons, Station 
Works, Amersham Vale, 8.6.14. 
Durham. —20 “ Airey’ " houses, for City Coun- 
cil. W Greene, City E.: *H. F. Mole, Ltd., 
Che setae be Street, £28,573 (in place of previously 
\ccepted tender). 
ba Wittering.—Junior and Infants’ school, 
Rg Sussex C.C. F. R. Steele (F.), “rchi- 
County Hall, Chichester: *“G. A: Culver- 
rel, Ltd., Millers-bldgs., Hampshire-ter., Ports- 
wuth, £15,384. 
Epping.—Six one- bedroom flats at Manor-rd., 
Harlow, and 10 “ Airey’ houses at Bluemans 
state, North Weald, for R.D.C.: *R. C. Dar- 
ngton, £5,435 and £13,992 (approved by M.H.). 
Fawdon.— Eight houses in flats: *J. H. Fisher 
Co., Belle Vue, Low Fell, Gateshead. 
Folkestone._Houses at Horn-st., No. 2 site, 
or T.C.: *J. J. Clayson & Son, Ltd., £11,135, 
ir two blocks of four houses ; *Clark & White- 
mck. £5,814, for two pairs of houses. 
Halesowen.—Six houses at Hasbury Farm 
state, for T.C. A. T. & Bertram Ban (FF.), 
1, Priory- st., Dudley: *P. Kite, 
Hampstead. --_Rrection of flats = Well-walk, 
B.C.: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., North 
Circular-rd., N.W.2, £133,363 (subject to varia- 
in orders which will reduce amount of tender 
" eizsors) Co. Down. h Croft-rd., 
lywood, Co. —34 houses at Croft-r 
: U.D.C.: *George Walker, Belfast, £54,962. 
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Lewisham.—Rebuilding snouses at 175-181, 
South oe gg Pb & Co., surveyors, 4, 
Frederick’s-pl., 2: *E. C. GO Partners, 
1, Manor Pack parade Lee High-rd., §.E.13. 
Liverpool.—Tempo 
damaged premises at 16-18, 7 -st., for 
Lane, Ltd. eville-Holt 
(Li t= Ma, 
ive: : is 
“headle-ave., Old Swan, Liverpool 13. 
L.C.6.—Contract exceeding £2,500 in value, 
placed by L.C.C. during period ended February 
11:—Erection of four blocks of dwelli JE. ” 
Teesdale estate, Bethnal Green, Rowley 
Ltd., Dunloe-av., Tottenham. 
London.—Reinstatement of offices at 651-55, 
Strand, W.C.2, for Halifax Building Society, 
Ltd. Gale, Heath & Sneath, architects, 15, 
New Bri eat., ECs *F. G. Minter, Ltd. 
Ferry Wor Putney High-st., 8.W.15. 
say» Ree 1 — repairs to premises 
at 48, Poland-st., W.1. Goodwin, ae 
tect, 9, Maddox-st., W.1:  eaeuan Ltd., 


Addington-rd., E.13. 
142-144, Park-la.. 


London.—Repairs, etc., at 
W.1. Bernard Gold & Partners, architects, - 


Girosvenor-st., W.1: *H. Fairweather & Co., 


Great North-rd., N.6. 
London.— Alterations = repairs to Stoll 
Offices, Coliseum-bldgs., Martins-la., W.C.2, 
for Stoll Theatres, Ltd. Edwin E. Lawson (A. ), 
Cranbourne House, Cranbourne-st. Ww o2: 
*Hough & Moody, Lid., 42, East-rd., 
London.—Alterations and ahem to 
offices, 184, Strand, W.C.2, for Rumble, Crowther 
& Nicholson, Ltd. Ley, Colbeck & Partners, 


architects, Palmerston House, Bishopsgate, 
E.C.3: *Taylor Woodrow Construction, itd... 
Southall, Middx. 


.—Reconstruction and alterations io 
offices, etc., at 3, St. James’s-st., §.W.1, for 
Berry Bros. & Rudd, Ltd. Michael ‘Tapper (F.), 


7 1, St. Leonard’s-ter., Kensington, 
S.W.3: *J. & R. Rooff, ae Crown Works, 
Boundary-rd., ane Ham 

London 0.W.). 2 placed by 


M.O.W. for hes ended February 12:— 
London : Star-rd. School, Pulham, S.W., canteen 
kite _ and demolition of existing ‘lavatories and 
play sh R. Dixon & Sons, 59, Park-walk, Chel- 
sea, 8. w 10; Sandringham School, Henderson-rd.. 
Forest Gate, E.7, kitehen and dining-room, also 
additional foundation work, W. E. Chivers & Son. 
Ltd.. 171, Plaisiow-rd., West ae. E.15; Old 
Avenue, Telephone Exchange, E.C., 
etc., Marshall Andrew & Co., Lid. Queen 
Anne’s-gate. St. James Park, 5.W.1; é BO. St. 
Martins-le-Grand, EC., painting, Sykes & Son, 
10, Essex-st., W.C.2; Fulham T.E., 8. W., 
sorties of telephone exchange on old site. 
Charles R. Price, Kingsbury-rd., London, N.W.9. 
Reds: Sundon Park €.P. School and Shefford 
Secondary Modern School, additional classrooms, 
Haywin, Ltd., Oakley House Estate, Oakley, 


Beds. Berks: Frogmore Stable Buildings, Wind- 
sor, conversion into flats, W. bg pat Ltd.. 
Clewer Hill-rd., Windsor. Ches. ; St. Lawrence’s 
Girls’ School, Birkenhead, Seied accommoda- 


tion, Cartwright Bros., Ltd., Little Sutton, 
Wirral, .Ches. Cumberland : Park 
Camp. Penrith, adaptations and repairs, John 
Kitchen, Lowther-ter., Penrith; Grasslot School. 
Maryport, kitchen and dining-room, Wm. Mar- 
shall, 8, Station-st., Maryport; Windscale Works 
Sellafield, patent glazing, Faulkner Greene & 
Co., Lid., 99-101, Redcross-way, London, 8.E.1. 


Lowther 
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rary reconstruction of war- 


Devonshire: Old Liberal Club 
Tiverton, ions, . John Gosia too. 
Silver-st. — : Swalwell — 


'S- 
odern cong | 
kitchen and dining-room, Hutton Lid. 
Bireh, ; Canterbwcy-d, | CF School. 
olc , kitchen and 
with extra latrine Poem wom ome ge ution 
G ), a. a. Colchester ; se 
earns, Ltd., “mt ; sein E.15. 
Fifeshire ; Miners’ 3  iaipburgh) 
addi John Best (Edi Me 

Warriston Hot Edin Miners’ 
Methilhill, alterations and po ome D. ieee 

& Son (Bldrs. and Public Work Con ), 
aay bank, Fife. Glam.: Whi Senior 


School, kitchen and dini 
Howell & Co., Ltd., Hiwell, Cardiff; Tonyrefail 
Primary School, kitchen i 
Thomas (Cowbridge), Ltd., , 
Cowbridge; Jenner Park School, Barry, kitchen 
and dining-room, H. 8. Rendell a 
Hannah-st. Bae ot Herts : 
Boreham Wood building: 
A. Harston & Co., ‘Abbe orks, Bush Hill 
Park, Enfield. Lanes : aot id M 
heating, John Rae oss ‘lid., Oakenshaw Wor 
Accrington; Accrington High a 
kitchen and dining-+oom and demolition of 9? 
shelters, H. Ramsbottom & Sons, Ltt, Sydney- 
st., Accrington; Walreck School, ry nrg 
kitehen and dining-room, John McGoogh & 6 3. 
ti: Dm ee vg Buildings, No. 2, Ti st. 
iver ; 


ithebarn-st., Liverpool 2; A. 
ing Site, Lea, Preston, houses, James Crosby & 

Sons, Lid., Carr Wood, Hale, Ches.; natin of 
Factory, Nalwick, or. Presion, fabrication 


various mild steel pipes and GoLite Ws Bidnes 
es. 


Fouatey 5 En 
Lines: ey Sead ficheo 


Lane 
Kirton, ur, Boston, sta sietaek te 5 Bae in no: 
Barber & Son 40, Hessle-ave., 

Midlothian ; Miners’ Hi Hostel, Newbattle’ Abbey. 
Dalkeith, installation of heatin 
services, Kelvin Heating Co., 
Regent-st., o, Dall C2; Hutted Camp, New- 
battle Abbey, eith, fs and a- 

tions, John Crow & Sons, 

pl., Edinburgh. Perthshire : Vtinene’ Hostel. 

Comrie, — and a Geo. 
Trumsheugh- 


Wimpey Co; TAd.- &, 
gdns., Eainbur h. {Shrovehire : "Hadley County 
‘ounci neal, sign ort ai ings, ~~ 
Carver, Victoria- _~ ae ellington, Fh 
aaote Senior temporar nildings. 
Higley & Son, 8. lide iti-chbrs.. sidings. 
da, Salop. Suffotk : Butley, nr. Wickham. 
Market, Airey houses, together with outbuild- 


ings and external services (N. Aspect), for © 


Forestry se age Wm. C 


st.. Aldeburgh, : 
T.O.B., ie ou va roofing and flooring 
work, Smith’s Fireproof Floors, Ltd., aed 
Court, East Molesey, Surrey. Warwickshire - 
temporar 
ubben- 


os Cental School. Bedworth. 
ay ton & Gale, Lid., Weston-rd., 

hall, aor. C.D.E8., Porton. 

W. G. Northcott & 


Coventry. Wilts: 
Salisbury, new range reads, 

Co., Lid., Southampton-rd., Salisbury; Polish 
Resettlement Camps, Codford, re works, 
Culverhouse Bros., Church-st.. Waredetar: 
Southbroom School, Devizes, temporary build- 
ings, L. Maslen & Sons, Lid. Bridewell-st.. 
Devizes. Yorks: Maltby Hall. Girls’ Senior 
School, Maltby, nr. Rotherham, temporary build- 
ings, Jacques & Greeves, Ltd. Springwell-la.. 
Doncaster; Miners’ G.T.C., Birley East Colliery. 
oodhead, Sheffield, alterations. additions and 
new hutmnents, R. S. Hutchinson, Lid., 
London-rd., Sheffield 2; County School (Ean 
and West). Owler-la.. Sheffield, eee Seite. 
ings, Thos. Wilkinson Sons { 3), Ld 
Olive Grove Works, Widhili-rd., Shettelds s: 
National Coal Board, Bagger Wood. Stains. 
borough Fold, nr. ng ows roads, alterations 
and additions to form hostel for miners, Wilsons 
(Whitkirk), Ltd., ai Selby-rd.. Wh hitkirk, Leeds. 
Glendon (W Dept.).—Works contracts 
planed by War Dent, for week ended February 


‘Essex : Miscellaneous work, A. E. fare Ce. 
Lid., Colchester. Wilts: Miscellaneous work, 
Syms & Sons, Lid., Calne. 
ti "S homee si Bags re 

J, " se6 ff all 
estate, i * Albert (1940 
Lid., 166, Lostock-rd.. Doves loa 

Manchester. —Lecture-room at University Arts 
Faculty, Lime-gr.. Choriton-aupon-Medlock, for 
Senate of Victoria University of bomen = si 
H 8. Fairhurst & § (FF.). Chancery-chbr 
=. ego *G. & W. Smith (Builders), Lid. 
Plymouth-gr., Chorlton-upon-Med- 


foe “ge 

po Pane pay ee stores and flat at 38. 

Lioyd-st. South, Moss Side, for Hunters (The 

Tea Men), Hyde-rd. Works, Ardwick. A. 

McCutcheon, architect, 1180a, Chester-rd., Siret- 
*H. Isherwood, 127, Raby-st., Moss Side. 

anshouhee 14. 
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Manchester.Alicrations and additions at 
Peicowater House, Whitworth-st., for the 


Gnited African Co., Ltd. 
Queen-st.. London, 8.W.1: 


Howard & Benson 
*T. Beighton, Ltd., 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


» | 9,500 
# } 7 
hee | BUILDERS 
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‘hetg ok 


PR he OPES 








THE BUILDER 


Plymouth-gr., Chorlton-upon-Medlock, Man- 
chester. 

Shamshester.-Cantect and kitchen at Dale- 
st.. China-la., Back China-la., and Hilton-st., 
for J. D. Williams & Co. (W.84, Lid. C. 8. 
Allott & Sen, consulting engineers, 1, North- 
parade, Parsonage: *G. & W. Smith (Builders), 
Ltd., Hydegr., Plymouth-gr., Chorlton-upon- 
Mediock, Manchester 13. 

Merton.—New Maternity Wing at Nelson 
Hospital, Kingsten-rd., Merton, S.W.20, for 
Board of Governors. Lanchester & Lodge 
(FF.), architects, 10, Woburn-sq., W.C.1: *Henry 
Edwards, Litd., Blackpool-st., Burton-on- 
Trent. 

Newcastle._New business premises for Owen 
& Co., the Side: *T. Curry & Sons, Meldon-st., 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle, Staffs.—Office, workshop and 
garage at Meadow-st., Chesterton. T. Jervis 
Madew, architect, Marsh-chbrs., 27, Marsh- 
parade: *R. A. Heeks, Albert-st., Chesterton, 
Newcastie-under-Lyme, Staffs. 

and.—Six staff cottages at 

Thomas Taylor Homes, for C.C. W. W. Tasker, 
County Hall, Newcastle, County A.: *Castle’s, 
Builders, 105, Copefield-gr., Whitley Bay. 

ehampton.—Six “ Airey” houses and inci- 
dental works at ee for R.D.C. Leslie 
G Bailey, F.F.S. (Eng.). & §8., 3, Station-rd. : 
*M. D. T. Lamb, “St. a _ Portwrinkle, 
Torpoint, Cornwall, £2,735 per p pair. 

Okeha ion.—-Six “‘ Airey”’ houses and inci- 
go works at South Zeal, for R.D.C. Leslie 

Bailey, F.F-S. (Eng. ), E. & S., 3, Station-rd.: 
"ML D. T. Lamb, ‘St. Malo,” Portwrinkle, 
Torpoint, Cornwall, £2,735 per pair. 
Oidham.—RKebuilding four houses at Abbey- 
hills-rd.: *Lees Bros., Lid., 38, Pitt-st., Oldham. 
Oxford.—Reconstruction as flats and offices, 
of Warden’s Honse, Merton-st., for University 
Senate. R. Fielding Dodd, Best & Stevens, 
architects, 21, Turl-st., Oxford: *Hutchins & 
Green, Ltd., la, Southmoor-rd., Oxford. 
Rotherham.—Pit-head baths at Birley Beigh- 
ton Colliery, for Miners’ Welfare Commission, 


56, 
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Brooklauds-rd., North Reddish, for 8. H. Hey 
wood & Co., Lid. W. A. Singleton (A.), Gatley 
Cheadle: *Home Improvements, Ltd., 19%. 
Higher Hillgate, Stockport. _ 
Sunderiand.—Factory at Pallion, for Fordham 
Ltd. Architects: S. W. Milburn & Partners, 52 


Faweett-st., Sunderland: *R. G. Finlay, Ltd 
28, West Sunniside, Sunderland. _ 
Surbiton (Surrey).—Reconstruction of can 


at Hook Rise, for Mollart 
Lid. Riley & Gianfield ¢FF.) 
6, Raymond-bidgs.. Grays Inn, W.C.1: *Ide & 
Son, 1, Fife-rd.. Kingston- on- -Thames. 

Tiverton.—56 Cornish Unit houses at Cowle 
moor, for T.C.: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd 
St. Austell, £71,880. 


teen, stores, étc.. 
Engineering Co., 


Urmston.—Extensions at No. 2 Works at 
Chemical Works, Tenax-rd., Trafferd Park, for 
Geigy Co., Ltd. B. Waterhouse (F.), 134 
Deansgate: *Robert Carlyle & Co., Lid., Elsi 
nore-rd., Old Trafford, Manchester 16. 


Wandsworth.-—Reconsiruction of portion of 
works at Garratt-la., for Joseph Freeman 
Sons & Co. -— Phillip A. W. Roffey (F.), 1 
Putney Hill, $.W.15: *J. Garratt & Sons, Lid 
85, Balham Hist st., S.W.12. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—39 houses at the 
Drive, for U.D.C.: *Direet Labour. 
West Bromwich.—Extensions to 
Bromford-la., for J. Ashmore: *Ashbarham 
(Builders), Ltd., Union-st., West Bromwich. 
Yeovil.—16 houses at Stoke-under-Ham, 

R.D.C.: *R. Shillabeer & Sons, £20,336. 

York.—Erection of Bad Bargain-la. Secondary 
Modern school, for City Council: *F. Shepherd 
& Son, York, £115,281. 
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